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Region 2 Director Message 
Rhonda Veroeven, Region 2 Director, President American Hemerocallis Society

Winter, the great � me 
of re� ec� on for garden-
ers. I have been re� ec� ng 
on many things and have 
been busy making plans 
for addi� ons and changes I 
hope to make in my garden 
this year!

In late October, the fall 
Board of Directors mee� ng was held in �ansas City, 
�S. It was an incredibly full and produc� ve mee� ng. 
�our Board discussed some fantas� c long-range plans 
specifi cally around the Vision and Mission Statements. 
Such powerful work.

AHS has received a surprising and signifi cant dona� on 
of over one million dollars to be used on two projects. 
One is to create an Endowment Fund, which we are 
currently working on with the donor and our fi nancial 
team. This sizeable dona� on will take a bit of � me to 
handle appropriately and carefully. The dona� on will 
also fund a “new” website. Specifi cally, we will be 
upda� ng a lot of the behind-the-scenes por� ons and 
make much-needed improvements on the front end 
of our website. Database updates and improving func-
� onality of the registra� on process will be paramount. 
What a benefi t this change will mean for all mem-
bers—and especially hybridizers. We are so excited!

As you are all aware, we had a commi� ee working to 
create Policies and Procedures for a formalized Test 
Garden Program through AHS. The commi� ee met 
many � mes, and established procedures for hybridiz-
ers interested in using the test garden program, as well 
as those interested in being a test garden. 

There were also several changes made to our Garden 
Judges’ requirements. First, there will be no charge for 
taking classes in person any longer. The Board agreed 
that since most paperwork is sent digitally, which elim-
inates shipping costs, there was no need for a fee. This 
reduces the workload for instructors as well as reduc-
ing costs for members. There is s� ll no fee for online 
classes. We will be off ering Garden Judges Workshop 
1 and � online as well as Exhibi� ons Workshop 1 and � 
online mul� ple � mes throughout the year. If you ever 
need an instructor to teach a class at a diff erent � me, 

simply ask and if it is possible, we will make it happen. 
Any instructor can teach a class online for you.

There were some other changes made to Garden 
Judge renewals that will be published in the updated 
Judging Daylilies in the Garden book. One very note-
worthy change, however, is that we have decreased 
the number of required garden visits from 25 in a typ-
ical fi ve-year renewal period to 15 for Garden Judges 
having served a minimum of 20 consecu� ve years. 
Those judges will earn the � tle of “Dis� nguished Gar-
den Judges.” We are hoping that this will reduce the 
stress of traveling and visita� ons for our most experi-
enced judges, leading to increased reten� on. We val-
ue their experience and honor their years of service.

We are currently looking for someone who would be 
interested in being our Daylily Dispatch Editor. This is 
not a posi� on that should take a large amount of � me. 
The Publica� ons Commi� ee has wonderful ideas on 
how to proceed with this posi� on and would make 
this posi� on very doable with minimum � me commit-
ment. Please let Lois Hart, our Publica� ons Chairper-
son, know if you are interested or have any ques� ons. 
Contact Lois at publica� ons�daylilies.org.

This past summer I had the amazing opportunity to 
preview the 2025 conven� on in Sea� le, WA. If you 
haven’t registered yet and are considering a� ending 
(which you absolutely should), do not delay. Registra-
� on is fi lling up. The auxiliary tour is also fi lling up and 
you certainly do not want to miss that! The tour gar-
dens and the Sea� le area will provide all the a� end-
ees of the 2025 conven� on with a trip to remember. 
�se this link to get to the conven� on website and reg-
ister: ahs2025na� onal.com

Awards:

Region 2 did an amazing job in the 2024 Awards this 
year! Jamie Gossard earned three Awards of Merit 
for �Heavenly �ew Fron� ers,’ �Cliff  Jumper,’ and his 
dual registra� on of �Spacecoast Scarlet Desire.’ Steve 
Williams also earned the Don Fisher Memorial Cup 
Award for his introduc� on �Bedbug.’ Congrats to our 
winners!!!

(con� nued on next page)



Happy New Year Region 2 mem-
bers!  

We are in the middle of winter, but 
luckily there is relief from the win-
ter blues—the Mid-Winter Sym-
posium!  This mee� ng will be held 
February 21st through the 22nd in 
Lafaye� e, Indiana. There is such a 
variety of speakers for this winter 

mee� ng that it has something for everyone! I would 
recommend making reserva� ons as soon as possible 
because this one is likely to be popular! 

The next big event for Region 2 will be our Summer 
Mee� ng which will also be held in Lafaye� e, July 1�th 
through the 20th. There is a wonderful lineup of beau-
� ful gardens to wander through, as always!

�n an exci� ng leadership note, Region 2 is in need of 
a new director!  The term for this posi� on would run 
from January 1, 2026, un� l December 31, 202�.  If you 
are interested in this posi� on to represent Region 2 at 
the na� onal level, contact me at mwarnke77�gmail.
com. For more informa� on about the requirements of 
this posi� on, please see page six of this newsle� er.

The 202� �merican Daylily Society Na� onal conven-
� on will be held in Sea� le this year from July �th 
through the 12th. This is the fi rst and the only � me 

Sea� le will par� cipate in hos� ng the na� onal conven-
� on. The gardens are simply stunning and worth the 
� me and e� ort to a� end. With a di� erent climate than 
Region 2, this conven� on will allow a� endees to see 
plants that we may not be able to grow within our own 
region! 

The fi lming crew of Pop Plant will be a� ending the 
conven� on in Sea� le and will be showing their doc-
umentary about daylilies that they fi lmed in selected 
gardens in 2024. The crew of Pop Plant expressed in-
terest in con� nuing their �ourney into the wonderful 
world of daylilies and will be fi lming por� ons of the 
conven� on in Sea� le. They have decided this would 
be a terrifi c opportunity to have the complete story of 
our dear daylilies and those who love them. So, if you 
have ever been interested in becoming a part of the 
world of fi lm, this is your opportunity!

Due to a recent accident, I had a brief stay in the hos-
pital (luckily not during gardening season).  During my 
stay, I cha� ed with the hospital sta�  about my family, 
work, and my love for gardening. I want to express my 
gra� tude for all of you and our love for the daylily. I 
feel so fortunate to be a part of this community. You 
helped me get through a rough � me.

Keep your shovel in the dirt. 

�on�en� on �osts �eeded�

The Conven� ons chair is currently accep� ng applica-
� ons to host the �DS Na� onal Conven� ons in 202� 
and 202�. The conven� on team is available to help 
with all aspects of hos� ng a conven� on, including an 
experienced team of hotel and food contract nego� -
ators. If you are interested or have ques� ons, contact 
Caroline Zebroski at conven� ons�daylilies.org for 
more informa� on.

��co�ing �a� ona� �on�en� ons�

July �-12, 202�: Sea� le, Washington

May 20-23, 2026: Valdosta, Georgia

June, 2027: Tidewater, Virginia

Looking forward to seeing everyone in Indiana for our 
Winter Mee� ng!

Region 2 Director Message con� n�ed

Region 2 President Message
Monique Warnke, Region 2 President  



  Region 2 Howard Hite Award 2025
   by Gail Braunstein, Awards and Honors Chair



In Search of Region 2 Director for 2026-2028 Term
We are in need of a Regional Director for the term of January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028. A 
nomina� ng commi� ee was not formed at this past summer�s regional mee� ng. The AH� bylaws provide 
for an alterna� ve procedure in such an event. Any person who meets the requirements to be a Director 
set forth in the AH� bylaws who wants to have their name included on the ballot must no� fy the Regional 
�resident, Monique Warnke, in wri� ng or by email �mwarnke77@gmail.com� of their desire to be includ-
ed on the ballot. This communica� on must be received no later than fi � y �50� days prior to the date of the 
regional members mee� ng which will be held on July 21 or 22 at the �ummer Mee� ng in �afaye� e, �ndi-
ana. The no� fi ca� on of your desire to be placed on the ballot should include a statement that you meet 
the requirements in the following paragraph:

�nder the AH� bylaws, in order to serve as a Director a person must have a� ended at least two Na� onal 
�onven� ons and two Regional �ummer Mee� ngs. The term of a Director is for three years and a Director 
is required to a� end two Board of Directors mee� ngs each year. While the Region provides for a limited 
amount of reimbursement, a� endance at the required Board mee� ngs involves a fi nancial commitment 
and any person elected is required to sign a statement the person has the fi nancial resources to meet this 
commitment. The AH� bylaws permit the AH� to waive the conven� on and regional mee� ng a� endance 
requirements if no person who meets these requirements is willing to serve as a Director, provided that 
person has served a full term as a regional offi  cer.

Re��e�t �or �i�e an� Si�ent ��c� on Dona� on�
Mike Anders and Greg Beavers have begun solici� ng daylilies for the �ive Auc� ons at our upcoming 2025 
Winter �ymposium and �ummer Mee� ngs, both in �afaye� e, �ndiana. Rusty Neal and Jane Herr will be 
coordina� ng the �ilent Auc� on for the Winter �ymposium. �ontact informa� on for each of them is  listed  
below.  �ummer Mee� ng �ilent Auc� on coordinators will be shared in the spring newsle� er.

The generous bidding from the �ive and �ilent Auc� ons last year helped to fund several Region 2 proj-
ects, including the �ublic Garden Grant �rogram, covering youth registra� on fees, and producing our 
award-winning Region 2 newsle� er.

There are a variety of ways for hybridizers and collectors to donate:

 � �lants from all years of introduc� on will be accepted. The plants to be auc� oned live will be   
     determined depending on the total number of dona� ons.  

 � �ther �ilent Auc� on items are so wide-ranging that it is hard to list them all here, but have   
            included garden sculptures, fl oral-themed jewelry, garden prints and photographs, food and   
     beverage items, bird baths, and so many other crea� ve dona� ons.

�lease contact any of the organizers below to make dona� ons. Thank you�
Mike Anders, 419-889-8827, anders@fi ndlay.edu

Greg Beavers, 812-345-2299, bluebirdbox@gmail.com
Rusty Neal, 812-327-0593, rustyneal49@aol.com  

Jane Herr, 812-320-2340, jane@rjherr.com



  Region 2 2024 Cash and Fund Balance Report
    Bobbi Johnson, Region 2 Treasurer

Recent Dona� ons to Region 2 
 

 Donor                           Amount
 Ohio Daylily Society - Youth Fund            $  1,000.00
  
 Total Dona� ons to Region 2            $  1,000.00

Recent Memorial Dona� ons To Region 2 

  In Memory Of  Donor                Amount
  Tom Hunter  Chicagoland Daylily Society             $  100.00
  Mike Fawkes  Central Illinois Daylily Society     100.00
  
 Total Memorial Contri�u� ons                        $   200.00

 Cash on Hand 
          2023 Actuals           2024 Actuals
 Checking Account         $   20,300.56             5,751.55 
 PayPal        ---      --- 
 Money Market Account                            25,219.93          15,750.85 
 Cer� � cate o� Deposit              50,000.00          52,634.82

 Total Cash On Hand      $     95,520.49          74,137.22

Recent �e�sle� er Contri�u� ons

  Donor                            Amount
  Jim Brewer (extra copy)                        $   10.00
  
  Total �e�sle� er Contri�u� ons                         $   10.00

 Fund Balances 
          2023 Actuals            2024 Actuals
 General Fund          $   87,011.49            62,484.22 
 Restricted Funds                 ---                         ---
 Youth Fund                               6,709.00            10,253.00
 Bob Faulkner Memorial Youth Scholarship            1,800.00              1,400.00

 Total Cash On Hand      $     95,520.49           74,137.22



 Region 2 2024 Year-End Summary     
Bobbi Johnson, Region 2 Treasurer

�oo�no�es� �� The Region repor�s � nanica�s using cash basis accoun� ng� �nder cash basis accoun� ng, revenue is repor�ed on �he income 
s�a�emen� on�y when cash is received� ��penses are recorded on�y when cash is paid ou�� 2��ub�ic �arden �ran� awards for gran� app�ica� ons 
received in 2023 were issued in 2024� App�ica� ons received and awarded in 2024 were awarded in 2024 and 2025� 3��nsurance invoices for 
2023 and 2024 were received from ADS and paid in January 2025   



 Region 2 Youth Update
  By Pat Titus, Regional Youth Chair

Youth members, are you on a 
countdown un� l spring? I sure 
am!! As I await the next “snow-
mageddon” for our area, I am 
thankful for some of the moisture 
we have received this fall/winter. 
�ven though our gardening ac� vi-
� es have slowed down, there are 

s� ll plenty of garden-related ac� vi� es for you �and 
adults) to do. 

1.  Maybe you saw a specifi c daylily at a garden tour last 
summer that caught your a� en� on. It is always nice to 
see them in person. I usually make note of those and try 
to locate them for purchase during the winter months. 

There are plenty of talented hybridizers and growers 
in our region! I love the hardiness of northern-grown 
daylilies. And if I want to dip my toes into some south-
ern-bred gene� cs, I look to see if someone has it in our 
area. Hmmm, I need to get shopping.  

2. Many folks break the winter doldrums by star� ng 
daylily seeds. There are quite a few off ered on Face-
book and the Lily Auc� on if you didn’t harvest any of 
your own. I crossed a few last summer, so I will start 
growing them soon. 

�.  Plan a new daylily bed! That’s always exci� ng! Do 
you have a bed of your own or are your acquisi� ons 
sca� ered in various beds around the garden? If you 
have a� ended the regional or na� onal summer meet-
ings, you know how generous daylily members are to 
the youth! 

Take a look at the daylilies you have been gi� ed or 

have purchased. Maybe you want to organize them 
by height or by color. Look up their characteris� cs 
by searching on the ADS Database and decide how 
you want to plant them.  And even if you plant them 
into your own garden this spring, they can always be 
moved around un� l you fi nd the right spot for them 
later. 

4.  Did you get a gardening tool for Christmas or your 
birthday? My birthday gi�  was a small electric chain 
saw. Although I won’t cut down any big trees, it will 
sure help eliminate some ornery saplings that have 
go� en out of control in the daylily beds �those maple 
seedlings. Grr!).  Christmas also brought a small gar-
den art pole under my tree. This one pays tribute to 
grandchildren.  

5. Do you plant your daylilies together or are they scat-
tered among perennials and annuals? My mailbox is 
full of seed catalogs this month. I think I must be on a 
catalog mailing list somewhere!! Catalogs from tried-
and-true businesses that I have previously bought 
from are kept to pour over this winter while the new 
ones are si� ed through but mainly trashed. 

Like most daylily enthusiasts, I like to grow vegetables 
and other � owers on our farm. I always en�oy plan� ng 
something new or unusual. I wonder what it will be 
this year?  

I would like to challenge you to pick out something 
you have never done before in the garden and try it 
this year. Let me know what you decide to do and take 
a few pictures of it for a future Great Lakes Daylily 
newsle� er. 

Hybridizers, would you like to have your babies shown 
in the hybridizers’ presenta� on at the Region 2 2025 
Winter Symposium? Please send no more than 10 
seedling photo slides and one slide with your garden 
name to treasureradsr2@gmail.com by February 15, 
2025.



Youth Gardening Page
by Saundra Dunn

Kids and teens, this page is especially for you! I found this great design in the Region 2 archives. Have fun color-
ing this newsle� er cover from �� years ago! �r get really crea� ve and draw a new Region 2 design that we can 
publish for others to color. 

Send me a photo of your completed crea� on and I’ll put your name in the ne�t newsle� er. If you don’t use email 
yet, ask an adult to send it for you: greatlakesdaylily@gmail.com. I’ll also enter you in a drawing for a free daylily. 



Region 2 Editor Notes
 Saundra Dunn

My 2025 wish for each of you is that you 
are rou� nely able to make the � me to do 
something that brings you joy. Garden-
ing fi lls that role for many of us. I hope 
that se� ling in on a winter day to look 
through this colorful newsle� er also 
brings you some gardening happiness.

There is a lot to love in this newsle� er, 
from the diversity of ar� cles to the gorgeous photos of 
some of the newest registered daylilies coming out of our 
Region. Another hope I have is that as you look through 
this issue, you get ideas for ar� cles you could write or pho-
tos that you could share in an upcoming newsle� er. We 
each have a daylily story to tell! You can share yours by 
emailing me at greatlakesdaylily@gmail.com.

�hat are �O�R fa�orite ear�y ��ooming ���� �ars�

Most of us are eagerly an� cipa� ng 
spring and the start of another gar-
dening season. What are the fi rst 
daylilies to bloom in your garden? 
Which ones are your favorite and 
what do you love about them? 
In the Winter 2024 issue we had 
great reader par� cipa� on in com-
piling a list of favorite late-bloom-
ers. Adding more early-blooming 
cul� vars is another way to extend 
the growing season. Please send me a bit about your favor-
ite early blooming cul� vars so that others can learn about 
them. If you have a photo, that’s a bonus. I would love to 
have your contribu� ons by mid-March.

�inter and ��mmer �ee� ng pre�iews

I am so excited about the line-up of speakers for our Winter 
Mee� ng in Lafaye� e on February 22 and 2�. There is a pre-
view of their presenta� ons on pages ��-�5, as well as the 
schedule and registra� on form (which you can also com-
plete online at our Region 2 website). If you do a� end the 
Winter Mee� ng, please consider wri� ng an ar� cle about 
your experience for our spring newsle� er. If wri� ng is not 
your thing, talk with me about your highlights and I’ll write 
a dra�  for you to look over.

You will also fi nd colorful glimpsea of our upcoming Sum-
mer Mee� ng tour gardens on pages 2�-�2. We are in for 
another treat in Lafaye� e in �uly with this mix of collectors’ 
gardens and hybridizers’ gardens, and all of the other Sum-
mer Mee� ng ac� vi� es. We’ll share more about Heidi and 
Charles Douglas, our guest speakers, in the spring issue.

Owning my mistakes

As much as I love gathering content and trying to make 
it look pre� y here, I have ongoing anxiety about mess-
ing something up. I’m not talking about typos or other 
small stuff . Our proofreaders fi nd almost all of those. My 
worries are things like forge�  ng to include a club report 
I received early or miscredi� ng someone’s pre� y photo 
(both of which I have done). There are two big recent er-
rors  that I am correc� ng in this issue. 

My sincere apologies to Nikki Schmith that I did not in-
clude recogni� on of her lovely ar� cle about her personal 
daylily show when I listed our award-winning ar� cles in 
our late summer newsle� er. The award was presented to 
her at the Na� onal Conven� on, which I did not a� end, 
and I sadly missed including her award here. That correc-
� on is made on page 2�.

This issue also includes a reprint of an ar� cle by Carole 
Hunter about her hybridizing program, presented on page 
26. This was originally published in the Spring 2024 news-
le� er. �ut through a ba�  ing prin� ng error, the text of the 
fi rst page was reprinted on the second page. The ar� cle is 
just too interes� ng not to be read in its en� rity, so we are 
publishing it again.

Other intrig�ing ar� ��es

There are three other feature ar� cles in this issue. The 
fi rst is another selec� on in our “Digging �p Daylily Histo-
ry” series—the story of Michigan’s “Daylily King.” The sec-
ond also includes a bit of history, as well as the results of 
the Metropolitan Columbus Daylily Society’s 2024 show.  
Finally, there is a succinct clarifi ca� on of the dis� nc� ons 
between true lilies and daylilies.

One of the many things I appreciate about each of these 
ar� cles is that the authors had a topic they were passion-
ate about, dove into learning more, and shared the results 
with us. I hope there is a topic that intrigues you enough 
to do the same!

A feast of photos

Sharing results of the Region 2 Photography Contest is 
one of my favorite parts of being the Great Lakes Daylily 
editor. They simply cannot be contained to just one issue. 
So I’ve included three more pages of photo entries in this 
issue, star� ng on page ��. The guidelines for the 2025 
contest are on page 20. Read carefully because there is 
a change in one of the categories—changing the Crea� ve 
category to Ar� st’s Choice. You will also want to check out 
the stunning prize dona� ons from the Prochaska family of 
Fox Woods Garden in Wisconsin.



In the past two issues of this newsle� er, I encouraged Re-
gion 2 hybridizers to send me a photo of one of their most 
recent intros to include in a feature for this issue. The re-
sult is an absolutely gorgeous collec� on of photos on pages 
��-��, represen� ng wonderful diversity of hybridizing di-
rec� ons within our region. If you are a hybridizer realizing 
that re�uest is s� ll on your “to do” list, I am happy to share 
another page of photos in the next newsle� er.

Ways to contribute to upcoming newsle� ers

If there is a theme within my notes here, it is that while 
I spend a lot of � me pulling this newsle� er together, it is 
really a group eff ort. There are a number of ways that you 
can contribute:
*  Send me your “early bloomer” nomina� on men� oned  
    above
*  Contribute to our “What’s In A Name?” series by shar-  
     ing the stories of your daylily names
*  Give us ideas for upcoming features of our “Hybridizer  
    ‘How-To’ Hints and Tips
*  Write an ar� cle about a topic of interest to you
*  Share with me any ways you are using Ar� fi cial Intelli-  
gence (AI) in your daylily eff orts. Yes, you read that correct-
ly! Jamie Gossard and I have been kicking around ideas for 
an ar� cle about the poten� al uses of AI in the daylily world. 
I would love to include some of your experiences in that 
ar� cle.
*  Become a proofreader. No GLD issue is complete without 
an expression of my true gra� tude to the team who reads 
and “be� ers up” every ar� cle. Thank you Barb Brevick, Barb 
Bischoff , Charlie Harper, Ginny Pearce, JoAnne Frederick, 

�ezlie �yers, �arie� a Crabtree, �ary �was, Nancy Coop- 
er, Nancy Secrist, Rich Rabeler, Sharon Vanderwilp,  Sue 
Bergeron (A�S Scien� fi c Commi� ee), and Trinity �ove (our 
newest reviewer!). I also appreciate each author rereading 
their contribu� ons once a layout is done. It is amazing how 
many things you can read right over when you have looked 
at it for too long!

Garden and Exhibi� on 
Judging Winter Online

Class Schedule -->

� great � me to renew 
your cer� � ca� on 

or explore a new area 
of learning and service!

Garden Judges 
Workshop 1
Feb. 18, 7:00 pm EST

Garden Judges 
Workshop 3
Feb. 20, 7:00 pm EST

Exhibi� on Judges Clinic 1
Feb. 25, 7:00 pm EST

Exhibi� on Judges Clinic 3
Feb. 27, 7:00 pm EST

To register, reply to: 
�udgeseduca� on�daylilies.org

Above: Examples of just a few of the many error catches and 
sugges� ons that our proofreaders make before the newslet-
ter ends up in your hands (or on your computer screen). From 
double-checking websites and cul� var registra� on informa� on 
to fi xing awkward sentences, I appreciate them!



Friday, February 21, 2025

12:00 p.m.          Registra� on begins
3:00 - 4:00 p.m.     Hybridizers� Forum – Bobby Sco� , Moderator  
4:00 p.m.           Silent auc� on opens – for the bene� t of Region 2         
4:00 - 4:30 p.m.     State of the Region – Region 2 President Monique Warnke
4:30 - 5:00 p.m.     Region 2 Awards - Gail Braunstein, Chair
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.     Dinner - on your own 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.    Cash Bar in the Lobby  
6:30 - 6:45 p.m.     Welcoming statements
6:45 - 7:45 p.m.     Bobby Sco�  - “Back for the First Time”                                                       
8:00 - 9:30 p.m.     Mike Anders�Greg Beavers – Live Auc� on to bene� t Region 2
9:30 –11:00 p.m.   Hospitality Room open – Suite #102

Saturday, February 22, 2025 

7:30 - 8:30 a.m.       Breakfast - included with your room if you are staying at the Courtyard
8:30 – 8:45 a.m.      Welcoming statements
8:45 – 9:45 a.m.      Rich Crider  - “Buddy �p with �ature�s Predators: �ncorpora� ng Carnivorous Plants”                                                                                 
9:45 – 10:45 a.m.    Mike Holmes - “A Botanical Dream”                                                      
11:00 - 12:00 p.m.   Dianna Gossard - “Making Hybridizing Fun”                                            
12:00 -1:30 p.m.      Lunch on your own – light food in hospitality room
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.       �ancy Rold - “Le�  ng the Daylilies Lead �ou Down a �ew Path”                                                                     
2:30 – 3:30 p.m        Peter Donato - “Steve Todd: All About the Pants”
3:45  - 4:45 p.m.       Sandy Holmes - “��m Ge�  ng There”
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.    Cash Bar in the Lobby  
5:50 – 6:00 p.m.       �nvoca� on
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.        Dinner 
7:15 – �nd           Mike Anders�Greg Beavers - Live Auc� on to bene� t Region 2 con� nues
Auc� on end to 11:30  Hospitality Room open – Suite #102

Sunday, February 23, 2025

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.    Breakfast – included with your room if staying at the Courtyard. Safe travels.

2025 Region 2 Winter Symposium Agenda
�a�aye� e, �ndiana � February 21�22, 2025



I began my journey with daylilies when I was fi ve years old. My father, Bob senior, was 
already hybridizing and introducing ‘Topguns’ daylilies. I was “voluntold” to plant the 
seedlings every spring—a Sco�  family tradi� on. �eedless to say, my ini� al impression 
of daylilies was not posi� ve. 

I le�  home, as most young men do, and worked outside of the 
hor� culture industry for several years. I had many di� erent jobs, 
with the most benefi cial being those in the sales and customer 

service industry. I was happy enough, but there was something…missing. 

My father drew closer to re� rement, and I returned home to help him.  At fi rst I did 
everything BUT the daylilies. Then one day I went out and walked the seedling fi elds with 
him. I was immediately hooked once again. I have not looked back since. Topgun Daylilies 
is o�  cially re� red, so all of your ‘Topguns’ are o�  cially collectors’ items. From here on, the 
prefi x will be ‘Swirl City,’ paying respect to living in Tornado Alley. So begins the journey. 

Bo��y �co� , �r�, Young Gun Daylilies, Mustang, Oklahoma
 “Back for the First Time”

I hybridize on a fi ve-acre property in zone 6b Hallsville, Missouri, where the hardiness of 
seedlings can be challenged by drought, fl ooding, hot summers, or freeze-thaw winters 
with li� le to no snow cover. My current focus is on diploid cul� vars with pigmented 
scapes. My goal is to change the size, color and form of blooms with dark scapes and 
colorful bracts. To me, hybridizing is a way to par� cipate in crea� on. Gardening connects 
me to the farmers in my past and fi lls me with hopeful an� cipa� on every spring. I view 
hybridizing as both a science and an art. My analy� c side loves to keep spreadsheets of 

seedling data and an� cipate gene� c combina� ons. My ar� s� c side loves to photograph and share the beauty 
of the results. 

I am an ADS member, Garden Judge and past president in my local club—Central Missouri 
Daylily Club (CMDC).  This club has a great hybridizing tradi� on in Rosemary Whitacre, 
Frank Kropf, Bob Tankesley-Clarke and Brian Mahieu. I have been a reporter and contributor 
to Region 11’s publica� on—The MoKanOk—receiving the AHS na� onal award for Best 
Ar� cle on Hybridizing in 2006. The original � tle of that ar� cle was thought too ris�u� for 
publica� on in the regional newsle� er. Find out what it was during my presenta� on�

I have a� ended Region 2 events in the past and know what a fun group you are. I am eager 
to share my hybridizing experiences and excitement about pigmented scapes with you at 
the 202� Region 2 Winter Mee� ng. I am also delighted to be speaking at the same event 
as fellow Region 11 hybridizer and good friend, the talented and entertaining Bobby Sco� .

    Nancy Rold, Glory Be Gardens, Hallsville, Missouri
       “�e�  ng the Daylilies �ead You Do�n a Ne� �ath”                  

‘Refi ned by Fire’ (2018), 
garden tour winner 
at 2022 Region 11 
Summer Mee� ng

‘Swirl City My Friend 
�a�  ’ (202�), named 

for R11 hybridizer �a�   
Waterman



Dianna Gossard, Dianna’s Double Daylilies, Galloway, Ohio
   “Making Hybridizing Fun”

Hybridizing daylilies is like nature’s magic trick for gardeners—
selec� vely crossbreeding plants to create new, beau� ful varia� ons. 
You get to pick and mix their best traits. Imagining the unique, 
dis� nc� ve blooms you can create is a botanical dream. My 30-
year journey began with a fascina� on for edged daylilies, which 
eventually blossomed into a passionate focus on Variegated Day-
lilies. Join me as I unveil this journey.

Mike Holmes, Riverbend Daylily Garden, Xenia, Ohio
   “A Botanical Dream”

 Seedling showing variable   
    splotches, fl ecks, and stripes
(ADS defi ni� on of “variegated”)

I was raised on the farm alongside my brother, where I developed a love for showing 
animals at the fair. Now as a parent of  three children, I’ve shared that same passion for 
farm life on our fi ve acres. They’ve par� cipated in �-H, showing a variety of animals. I 
also have six grandchildren and I believe they will have many 
agricultural interests as well.

I am the owner of Superior Laboratories, Inc. in Columbus, Ohio. Superior Labs has 
been dedicated to  food, water, and environmental tes� ng for 3� years.

I’ve been hybridizing daylilies for many years, but my excitement for the process truly 
took off  when I discovered Tetraploid Doubles. Since then, I’ve focused exclusively 
on them, introducing �� named varie� es. I’m proud to have received four Honorable 
Men� on awards and two Awards of Merit. My goal is to inspire a renewed interest in 
Tet Doubles.

‘Cheddar Explosion’ 
(2013), Award of Merit 

winner in 2022

Peter Donato, The �a� ery Daylily �orks, �oo�ersburg, Pennsylvania
“Steve Todd: All About The Pants”                  

‘Clown Pants’ (2015), 
where striped 
sepals began

About me:  I’m from a Zone 6b garden in Pennsylvania. My wife Shayna of 11 years 
and I have been “doing daylilies” since 2015. Our current setup is a 2.2 acre plot 
with about �00 named cul� vars and 2500 seedlings. I own two 
automo� ve recycling businesses and am also very heavy into 
cars. Shayna is an RN Clinical Coordinator.  Shayna and I have 10 
cats at home. We  also operate a non-profi t named “Pumpkins 
Place �i� en Rescue.”

About my talk:  I will be talking about the daylily program of Steve Todd—creator of 
“Clown Pants.” Steve has been crea� ng daylilies from his 1�3 acre Chicago suburb for 
over 15 years, quietly and privately. Most only know Steve as a wonderful presence on 
Allthingsplants and a seed seller on the Lily Auc� on. I will be talking about some of the 
great plants Steve has hybridized and about how great of a daylily mentor and guy he is!  



Sandy Holmes, Riverbend Daylily Garden, Xenia, Ohio
 “I’m Ge�  n� There”

I started as a back yard hybridizer in 1��5. In 2003, a� er Mike and I moved Riverbend 
Gardens to its current loca� on just outside of �enia, �H, hybridizing became a serious 
obsession. With so much land, good sense was the only restric� on. My fi rst introduc-
� ons were in 2005. I considered Steve Moldovan my mentor because he had a signif-
icant infl uence on my hybridizing. I focus on large tetraploid unusual forms but that 
doesn’t stop me from being distracted by other sizes and looks. Currently my favorite 
seedlings are 10 to 12 inch unusual forms with interes� ng eyes and edges.

In 2007, I became a Garden Judge, followed by Garden Judge Instructor in 2011. From 2016 thru 2020, I was 
Region 2 President, and I have served in several volunteer posi� ons with the ADS. I was honored to receive 
the ADS Region 2 Service Award in 2021, the Moldovan Mentoring Award in 2023, as well as the Howard Hite 
Award for excellence in hybridizing. Since 2004, I have had the privilege to coordinate 
the Shirley Farmer Midwest Hybridizer’s mee� ng. 

I was thrilled when ‘Walt Lowry’ (named for my father) won the Ned Roberts Spider/
Unusual Form award in 2016 and even more excited when it won an Award of Merit in 
2017. ‘Tidewater Elf’ won the Presidents Cup followed by the Award of Merit in 2020. 
Thanks to a beau� ful clump of ‘I Lava �ou’ in the Sterre� ’s garden at the na� onal conven-
� on, I received the Stout Silver Metal in 2020.

Every year we say we will downsize only to make way too many seeds the next summer. 
Daylilies have given my imagina� on a goal and allowed me to meet many great people 
who will be friends for life.

Rich Crider, Three Shovels Farm, St� �a� hews, South Carolina

“Buddy Up With Nature’s Predators: 
Carnivorous Plants And How To Incorporate Them Into Your Garden”           

�y day, I manage large-scale informa� on technology projects for federal government 
customers, with a career spanning more than 25 years. I have done work for the Army, Coast 
Guard, Library of Congress, NASA, and others. When I’m not handling IT challenges, you’ll 
likely fi nd me digging in the dirt, pursuing my lifelong love of gardening.

I serve as Vice President of the American Daylily Society, where I merge 
my technology skills with my passion for plants to benefi t the organiza� on. Alongside my 
work with daylilies, I am an avid enthusiast of irises, carnivorous plants, and prac� cally 
anything green and growing. My gardening journey began as a child, infl uenced by my 
green-thumbed grandmothers, and has only deepened over � me.

I currently split my gardening � me between my home in Maryland and South Carolina, 
where I operate Three Shovels Farm�my �hobby� that got out of control. I cul� vate over 
2,500 daylilies, 1,500 iris varie� es, and more than 1,000 carnivorous plants. Sarracenia-

one of many carniv-
orous plants to learn 

about in this talk

A favorite seedling 
from summer 2024





Nancy Sniff 
‘Kennesaw Mountain

Lemon Sorbet’
 (Waldrop, 2007)

Sandra Shull
‘Becky Adams’
 (Selman, 2010)

Barry Rowe
‘Not Guilty’

 (Emmerich, 2012)

Alice Sanz
‘The Dark Side’

 (Stamile-Pierce, 2010)

Jason Coleman
‘Bright Hope for Tomorrow’

(Marla� -J., 2020)

Bobbi Johnson
‘Char� ng New Waters’

 (Shooter-E., 2007)

MORE LOVELY PHOTOS FROM THE REGION 2 CONTEST:
SINGLE BLOOM CATEGORY (con� nued from the Late Summer� �all 202� edi� on)

Kelly Aschenbach
‘Raspberry Eclipse’

 (Meyer-C., 2019)

Barb Buikema
‘Soundtrack to your Escape’

 (Robinson-D., 2018)

Debbie Scheckel
‘Helen Shooter’
 (Shooter, 1998)



Genni & Frank Kleckner
‘Hello Yellow’
 (Veurink, 2009)

Sandy Gabriel
‘Nick Balash’
 (Kulpa, 2017)

Gloria Finnerty
‘White Lined Tuxedo’

 (Prochaska, 2019)

Pat Titus
‘Topguns Checkmate’

(Sco� -B., 2012)

MULTIBLOOM CATEGORY (con� nued �rom the Late Summer� Fall 2024 edi� on)

David Winter
‘Eileen and Bob’

 (Winter, 2021)

Kelly Williams
‘Autumn Lavender’

 (Holmes-S., 2014)

Lezlie Myers
‘Great Mercies’

 (Bell-T., 2007)

Shirley Toney
‘Halloween Masquerade’

 (Payne-L.H., 2003)



Chris� ne Haynam
‘Green Icon’

 (Doorakian, 2012)

Bob Buikema
Bobby Sco�  seedling

Jill Ann Ladrick
‘Elizabeth Salter’ 

 (Salter, 1990)

Paula Currie
‘Sue Shaw Cross’ with li� le bee

 (Shaw-P., 2017)

Greg Beavers
‘Mount Herman Treasure’ with bee

 (Carpenter-J., 2003)

Richard Stevens
Twisted Blooms

Mary Ann Cleary 
‘Green Icon’

 (Doorakian, 2012)

Debby Colvin
‘Cherish Your Loved Ones’

 (Joiner-J., 2015)

CREATIVE CATEGORY (con� nued from the Late Summer� �all 202� edi� on)

Bobbie Craig
‘Defrost’

 (Murphy-J.P., 2023)



2025 Region 2 Photo Contest
Winter is a great � me to look through daylily photos. And it is also a good � me to study last year�s winning images from 
our Region 2 Photo Contest and decide how to improve your own photos for the upcoming season.  Besides those in the 
past three pages, you can fi nd more stunning photos in the last issue of Great Lakes Daylily and on our Region 2 website 
for inspira� on. This year the categories are Best Single Bloom, Best �ul� -Bloom�Clump and a new Photographer�s Choice 
category for those photos you want to share but they don�t quite fi t other categories. These could s� ll be crea� ve or 
ar� s� c. �r they could include a garden cri� er or insect, or daylilies with companion plants. As the name suggests, it is up to 
the photographer to decide. In each category, composi� on, ligh� ng, color accuracy, perspec� ve, uniqueness, and ar� s� c 
quality count! 
First place winners in each category will receive a generously donated Fox Woods Garden introduc� on. Please visit the  
Fox Woods Garden website to learn more about these gi�  plants and other lovely Prochaska family introduc� ons (www.
foxwoodsgarden.com). 

General Contest Rules 
 Any AHS Region 2 member of any age can enter up to two entries per category for a total of six entries. 
 The entries must have been taken by the member submi�  ng them. 
 The photos must have been taken in 2025. 
 High resolu� on digital fi les in .�pg format are preferred (not to exceed � �B), but fi lm prints are accepted. 
 Submissions must be emailed by September 1, 2025 to Region 2 Editor Saundra Dunn at greatlakesdaylily@gmail.

com or mailed to �0�5 Parman Road, Dansville, �I, 4��1� in � me to arrive by September 1, 2025.

Photo Guidelines

 All submi� ed images must include all or part of a daylily bloom and may also include other types of � owers, garden 
art or garden cri� ers. Images should not include people.

 Please rename image � les to include your name� category� and cul� �ar name� Include the hybridizer and regis-
tra� on year (if applicable) in your email (or le� er if mailing prints).

 �inor photo edi� ng, such as cropping and minor color and light correc� on, is allowed. Please use cau� on to avoid 
overmanipula� on and enhancement of images. �o borders or text should be used. 

 Submi�  ng an entry grants the American Daylily Society (ADS) and its Regions the right to reprint or republish 
submi� ed photograph(s) in any of the newsle� ers or �ournals published by ADS or any of its Regions; to publish 
such photograph(s) on any website maintained by or on behalf of ADS or any of its Regions; and to publish such 
photograph(s) in any other publica� on published by ADS or any of its Regions. 

 Images will be �udged by an independent panel of three to four �udges. Selec� ons will be made on the basis of 
photographic quality including light and color accuracy, focus, composi� on, visual appeal and originality. 

 A prize will be awarded to the fi rst and second place winners in each category. 
 In addi� on, the winning photos (and others) will be included in a future issue of the Region 2 Great Lakes Daylily.

Awesome Prizes !

‘Frankenstein’s Bride’
 (Sharon Prochaska, 2022)

Donated by Fox Woods Garden
BEST SINGLE BLOOM PRIZE

Runners-up in each category will receive a �50 gi�  cer� fi cate from Along the Fence Daylilies in Dansville, �ichigan

‘Scarlet Slow Cooker’
 (Jim Prochaska, 2024)

Donated by Fox Woods Garden
BEST MULTI-BLOOM PRIZE

‘That’s the Way the Pickle Squirts’
 (Doug Prochaska, 2024)

Donated by Fox Woods Garden
BEST PHOTOGRAPHER CHOICE PRIZE



��re�� ���e���� on�� �e� er �e������  
Great Lakes Daylily, Late Summer, 2023

Region 2 Recipients
2024 ADS �ewsle� er Awards
�e�� Ar� ��e A�o�� ���re���� �r�� en �� ����� ������� 

Sincere apologies to �i��i that this recogni� on was not included in the Late Summer/Fall 
Great Lakes Daylily when other award winners were recogni�ed. �his engaging ar� cle can be read at  

h� ps�//adsregion2.org/wp�content/uploads/2023/��/�LD�Late�Summer�Fall�2023.pd�, page 34.

Region 2 Recipients
2024 ADS Personal Awards

���e� ��� �ew� ���o��r���� �nd �er� e �err�� �o��� ��nd �e����en��
Andrew Veroeven

�hese two honors were noted in the ar� cle about Andrew�s winning o� the Bob Faul�ner �emorial 
Youth Scholarship Award, published in the Late Summer/Fall Great Lakes Daylily. But they really 

should have celebrated in their own right with the other ADS awards. Congrats, Andrew!



As members of the ADS, we all know what a daylily is.  But some don’t know what they are not.  So, let’s take a 
few minutes to go back to basics. And please don’t call them lilies.

I gathered these observa� ons last summer when I had  �ust co-chaired the Summer �egional Mee� ng and had 
hosted numerous visitors to my Display Garden. I was frequently faced with one of my pet peeves—gardening 
folks calling any trumpet-shaped fl ower on a stalk a lily.  It ranks right up there with “Day Lily” on my irrita� on 
scale.  It makes me wonder if the North American Lily Society ever hears their favorite fl owers called daylilies.  
Why do we mix up the names so easily?  Maybe it’s because we called the common daylily of our childhood “Ti-
ger Lilies.”  Today, Hemerocallis fulva is o� en called the “Ditch Lily.”   And lest we forget, one of the earliest and 
s� ll most popular online marketplaces is called “The Lily Auc� on.”  A refresher course on the diff erences might 
be helpful in sharpening our focus.

What is a Daylily?

Daylilies are in the genus Hemerocallis, (Family Aspho-
delaceae). They are NOT in the Lily Family (and inci-
dentally, neither are Lilies of the Valley, water lilies, 
nor Calla lilies). Growth of leaves and roots arise from 
the crown, which is the small white core between the 
leaves and roots. Growth from the top of the crown 
produces alternate leaves and a naked fl ower stalk 
called a scape.  The arrangement of the arching, lan-
ceolate leaves produces a fan shape.  A single daylily 
plant is referred to as a ‘fan.’   Mul� ple buds arise from 
branches that form at the top of each scape.  Flowers 
face outward or slightly upward.  Flowers have three 
petals and three sepals, that are similar in general form 
to lily fl owers.   However, daylily fl owers can have a 
variety of quite dis� nct shapes that diff er from the typ-
ical lily form.  Each fl ower remains open for only one 
day, hence the name ‘daylily.’   Nearly all daylilies have 
li� le or no fragrance. 

What is a True Lily? 

Here’s one defi ni� on� any scaly-bulbed plant of the 
genus Lilium, (Family Liliaceae), having showy, fun-
nel-shaped or bell-shaped fl owers.  Most garden spe-
cies have paired, slender, grass-like leaves, alternat-
ing the length of the fl ower stalk (sort of like a bo� le 
brush).  One central, unbranched stem grows from 
each lily bulb. Single fl ower buds branch off  from the 
top of the stalk.  When open, most types of lily fl owers 
point downward and have recurved tepals, although 
there are some varia� ons.  Individual fl owers general-
ly last several days.  Many varie� es are very fragrant, 
aler� ng the visitor to their presence.  Because they 
grow from a bulb, gardeners can fi nd lily bulbs in plas-
� c bags for sale at box stores along with the tulips, 
daff odils and other bulbed plants.

One central, unbranched 
stem grows from each 

lily bulb.
Photos by Charlie Harper 

unless noted

Slender, grass-like leaves 
alternate the length of 
the stalk, with fl ower 

buds forming at the top.

The arrangement of the 
arching, lanceolate leaves 

creates a fan shape.  

Mul� ple buds arise from 
branches that form at the 

top of the scape.

Please Don’t Call Them Lilies!
by Charlie Harper



This photograph illustrates the contrast of the shorter 
grass-like Lilium leaves in the background with the long 
fanned Hemerocallis leaves in the foreground. 

Asia� c lilies make great borders. 
Unlike most lilies, their fl owers 

face upward.

Martagon (Turk’s Cap) lily 
buds are spread through 
the top half of the stalk, 

crea� ng a curtain of color.

Tree lilies are a spectacular ad-
di� on to any garden, with many 

growing over six feet tall!

Exo� c, striking, colorful and most o� en 
fragrant, true lilies are a welcome addi-
� on to any garden. �or more informa-
� on on lilies, check out this web page:   

h� ps://trulyexperiences.com/blog/
types-of-lilies/ 

A clump of daylilies pu�  ng on today’s show. �hile these 
specifi c fl owers will die overnight, some of the fat devel-

oping buds will put on a new show the next day.
Photo of ‘Eileen and Bob’ by David Winter

Snapshot of a fl owering daylily scape 
showing spent, current, and future fl owers. 
To “deadhead” you remove spent fl owers.  
To “livehead” you remove today’s bloom 
(typically in in the evening in prepara� on 

for a fresh-looking garden in the morning).  
Each bloom lasts only one day!

Charlie Harper: “A lily gardener is unlikely to 
remove true lily fl owers from the stalk. But for a 
fana� c daylily gardener, this could be any day in 

mid-�uly, day a� er day. �ust look at the diversity.” 



What’s Hiding In Those Jeans Genes?
by Carole Hunter, Prairie’s Edge Gardens

This ar� cle is being reprinted due to a signifi cant misprint of page two in the �pring, 2024, issue of GLD

Living in northern Illinois, we are challenged with ex-
treme and unpredictable weather. Nevertheless, the 
daylilies prosper, despite subzero winters, spring in 
February followed by winter in April, and high tem-
peratures and drought in the summer.

Thirty-fi ve years ago, as a new hemeroholic, I spent  
the winter months shopping for the perfect plants to 
add to my collec� on. I was a� racted to cul� vars that 
were registered as rebloomers, because I liked the idea 
of more blooms per square foot in my garden over a 
longer period of � me. �nfortunately, I never saw that 
characteris� c demonstrated by any of my MAN� pur-
chases.

During my annual shopping ac� vity, in the early spring 
of 2010, I made a discovery that literally changed my 
life. Why didn’t the ‘reblooming’ plants that I’d pur-
chased rebloom for me? Answer: They were likely hy-
bridized in the south. 

I had discovered the website of Richard Norris, a hy-
bridizer from �hio. In a detailed ar� cle, Richard ex-
plained that because northern growers have a much 
shorter season, cul� vars created in the south don’t get 
the � me they need to put up a second round of bloom, 
which is produced by new fans that develop around 
the perimeter of the clump. He said that if northern 
daylily lovers wanted rebloom, they had to breed for 
it themselves and work on ‘instant’ rebloom, where a 
new scape emerges from the same fan that has a scape 
already blooming. Hmmm. 
I’d never dabbed pollen, 
but it didn’t seem like it 
would be too diffi  cult, so I 
decided, “I’m in! And think 
of all the money I’ll save by 
crea� ng my own plants.�

I purchased ‘Belle of Ash-
wood’ (Norris-R., 2005), 
which Richard said showed 
instant rebloom and passed 
that characteris� c on to its 
progeny. Amazingly, I got 
reblooming seedlings the 

fi rst year, even though 
the plants that I used 
Belle’s pollen on had 
never rebloomed for 
me. I eventually reg-
istered two reliably 
reblooming cul� vars 
from that fi rst year, 
and one more from 
the second year of my 
hybridizing. 

The ‘saving the money’ idea went out the window 
when I began purchasing plants from other northern 
hybridizers in order to augment my ‘rebloomer bull 
pen.’ I needed to cross plants that rebloomed in the 
north with others that did the same to increase my 
rate of success. The genes that are responsible for re-
bloom are recessive, so in order to get a second set of 
blooms, you need to get ‘rr’, not ‘Rr’ (remember that 
old Punne�  square from Biology 101?). Those li� le ‘r’s 
can be hanging out in a plant’s genotype, but won’t 
show up unless that plant gets crossed with one that 
also has them. Even then, there is no guarantee. Cross 
Rebloomer Plant A with Rebloomer Plant B, and out of 
10 seedlings, maybe only 2 show rebloom.  There are 
many other factors that aff ect rebloom (water, nutri-
ents, sun, heat degree days), but if you don’t have the 
gene� cs in there, you will be disappointed.

The same year that I planted my fi rst ‘Belle of Ash-
wood’ seedlings, I was introduced to another northern 
hybridizer who worked for rebloom. Mike Huben spoke 
to my Chicagoland club and gi� ed us with some of his 
extra seeds as long as we promised to plant them and 
send him a division if we got something worthwhile. I 
told him I was working for rebloom, and he gave me 
crosses that he thought could give me that. Two of the 
resul� ng ‘whi� sh’ seedlings had excep� onal rebloom, 
so I began working with them.
 
The seedlings I saved were numbered 11D01 and 11D03. 
I crossed them with large whites so that I wouldn’t be 
copying Mike, who was working with smalls. Two of 
them-- ‘Margo Reed Indeed’ (Murphy-J.P., 2004) and 

‘Just the Beginning’ (Hunter, 2019)

Example of ‘instant rebloom’ 
‘Take a Bow, Prairie’s Edge 

(Hunter, 2021)



an unregistered Benzinger seedling that had rebloomed 
some for me. The third was one of my own seedlings 
which never rebloomed and had terrible top branch-
ing, but a beau� ful fl at white face with a green throat. 
�hat could I lose but � me and garden space� I also 
crossed 11D01 and 11D03 with some small non-re-
blooming pa� erned cul� vars that I liked. The next 
spring I planted 242 seedlings with 01 or 03 as one of 
the parents. The following summer, I couldn’t believe 
how many of them rebloomed. I don’t water except 

For each cross in this family tree, the pod parent is 
shown below, on the le� . The pollen parent is below, 
on the right. So 11D03’s mama is ‘Vanilla Stella’ and 
daddy is seedling MH0331A, which I found has ‘Stel-
la de Oro’ in it. The mama of ‘Vanilla Stella’ is (‘Early 
and O� en’ x seedling which has ‘Stella’ in it). Its dad is 
(‘Sunshine on �louds x ‘Early and O� en’). 

when I � rst plant the seedlings, and I don’t fer� lize, so 
they did this on their own. I fl agged 51 of those seed-
lings that were reblooming, and that was a� er they’d 
been in the ground just one year….in northern Illinois! 

It was clear that 11D01 and 11D03 were passing on re-
bloom, just as ‘Belle of Ashewood’ did, but the num-
bers were shocking to me. Because Mike Huben keeps 
such good records, 
I was able to look 
into their genet-
ics. The family tree 
of 11D03 (below) 
shows how imbed-
ded rebloom is in 
this seedling be-
cause of the line 
breeding of ‘Stella 
de Oro’ (Jablonski, 
1975), its children, 
grandchildren, and 
great-grandchi l -
dren. 

Rebloom on seedling 11D03



comparison. Bearded iris similarly send up new shoots 
from a diff erent node on the rhizome. 

As I further studied photos of 11D03’s seedlings, I was 
thrilled to discover that it was also prepotent for good 
branching. An impressive number of the babies have 
�-� way branching, even those from that pre� y fl at-
faced 2-3 way top branched seedling. Icing on the cake!

To date, fi ve of the seedlings from 11D01 and 11D03 
have made the cut to be registered. Two of them— 
‘Meteor Shower’ and ‘Prairie’s Edge Connor Samuel’ 
—are reliable rebloomers for me. I am seeing some 
promising seedlings from both of them, as well as oth-
er off spring from 01 and 03. Following the advice of 
a hybridizer friend, I am fi nally using mostly my own 
gene� cs, and I think this is where I start saving all that 
money! 

‘Meteor Shower’ (Hunter, 2020) 

‘Meteor Shower’ branching

‘Meteor Shower’ reblooming 
seedling

‘Prairie’s Edge Connor Samuel’
 (Hunter, 2023) 

‘Prairie’s Edge Connor Samuel’ 
branching

‘Prairie’s Edge Connor Samuel’ 
lined out

‘Prairie’s Edge Connor Samuel’
 miniature reblooming seedling 

h� ps���prairiesedgegardens.com�

The fact that Huben seedling 11D03 produced so many 
reblooming off spring demonstrates its prepotency 
(the quality of possessing greater power, infl uence, or 
force) for rebloom. In other words, it has the capacity 
to transmit more of its gene� c characteris� cs (rr) to its 
off spring than the other parent. 

This is not the ‘instant’ rebloom that I was working 
with when I started with ‘Belle of Ashwood,’ which is a 
tetraploid. ‘Stella de Oro,’ a diploid, shows what is re-
ferred to as ‘con� nuous’ rebloom.  It con� nues to send 
up new scapes throughout the bloom season. How-
ever the scapes aren’t coming from the same fan, but 
from diff erent ‘ramets’. A ramet is a gene� c clone of 
the parent plant. I like to compare it to the way quack 
grass spreads by sprou� ng up from a node on a root, 
although I’m not sure that is a biologically accurate 



Open Gardens
Many folks enjoy stopping at other gardens and 
local a� rac� ons on their way to and from the 
Summer Mee� ng. If you are willing to open your 
garden for visitors before or a� er the mee� ng, 
please send the following informa� on to great-
lakesdaylily@gmail.com. We will be compiling a 
list to include with registra� on materials. 

* Your name and garden name (if applicable)

* Your address

* Date(s) and � mes your gardens will be open

* The best way for people to contact you (e.g.    
    email address and/or phone number)

* Any other details you would like to have   
    included

* One or two photos- to en� ce people!

We are also compiling a list of local a� rac� ons 
so that Summer Mee� ng a� endees can make a 
true vaca� on of the e�perience if they choose.

Youth Registra� on Fees To Be 
Reimbursed From The Youth Fund

One of our Region 2 goals is increased youth in-
volvement. We have dedicated proceeds from 
the past two regional auc� ons to the Youth Fund.

To facilitate greater youth par� cipa� on in the 
Summer Mee� ng, their registra� on fees will be 
reimbursed from the Youth Fund when they check 
in at the event. Youth a� endees simply need to 
check a bo� on the registra� on form to re�uest 
that their registra� on be reimbursed from the 
regional youth fund. Please note that hotel costs 
are not covered.

What young person will you invite?!?

Garden and ��hibi� on
Judges Workshops

The specifi c off erings and � mes will be includ-
ed in the registra� on materials once the over-
all schedule is fi nalized. These will be posted on 
our regional website and published in the spring 
newsle� er.

Stay tuned for more informa� on!

Two Club Plant Sale!

This Summer Mee� ng is being sponsored by Re-
gion 2. As such, proceeds from the live and silent 
auc� ons will benefi t regional ac� vi� es, such as 
the prin� ng of this newsle� er. Two Indiana day-
lily clubs—Hoosier Daylily Society and Indiana 
Daylily-Iris Society—are combining their eff orts 
to host a plant sale for us. The proceeds from this 
sale will benefi t their clubs.

The specifi c � mes of opera� on will be shared as 
soon as our overall schedule is fi nalized. What a 
great way to add some new cul� vars to your gar-
den at very reasonable prices.

“Back Home in Indiana”
2025 Summer �ee� ng Pre�iew

 July 19-20, 2025
Please join us �uly ��-2� for visits to beau� ful gardens, an auc� on of fantas� c 
new daylily varie� es from top hybridizers, a silent auc� on of daylilies and other 
assorted goodies, a robust Englerth Bed, a hospitality suite, and the insights of our key-
note speakers Heidi and �harles Douglas. Below is some preliminary informa� on. The following pages give a 
brief overview of the glorious gardens that will be on tour. The schedule and registra� on informa� on will be 
posted on our website soon� h� p�//www.adsregion2.org/about/region-2-summer-mee� ng/. 
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“Back Home in Indiana”
���� ��mmer �ee� n� �re�ie�� ��l� �����

Clement Garden
Bret Clement/ Clark’s Hill, Indiana

�bove, le�  to right� �� �treet Cat �amed �esire� �2024�, �Tell Tchaikovsky the �ews� �2024�, ��i� yshack� �2024�. 
Photos by Bret Clement.

Bret Clement, a winner of the Region 2 Howard Hite hybridizing award, has spent his summer mornings for the 
past 25 years or so spreading pollen. In 2016, Bret learned that the owner of the property where he grew his 
seedlings and intros needed his land back for his expanding business. �reg and �inda �u� er graciously allowed 
Bret to move his program to their property and dedicated approximately 3/4 of an acre for his use.

Here you will fi nd all of his 280+ intros as well as many, many thousands of seedlings. There are also several
hundred cul� vars, primarily from other northern hybridizers, used in his hybridizing eff orts. �hile many of 
Bret´s seedlings involve recent intros from other hybridizers, many others are derived from his own intros and 
seedlings, some of which trace their lineage back to his earliest hybriding eff orts. 

�ost of Bret´s intros are narrow form diploid cul� vars. But he also hybridizes narrow and round form tetra�
ploid daylilies as well. Bret is known for the unusual names he gives his introduc� ons many of which feature 
cats or legal names re� ec� ng his career as an a� orney. �rders will be dug if � me permits, otherwise for fall 
shipping.  Bret�s website is h� ps�//clementgarden.com/
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�regg and Linda �u� er’s farm is truly a colorful landmark on busy �ighway �� �� south of Lafaye� e. The home-
stead was built pre-Civil War, in 1848, and has been a working farm ever since. In its history,  it has produced 
corn, soy beans, alfalfa, hogs, prime beef ca� le, and race horses. �ow the land nurtures � elds of crops and 1� 
acres of daylilies that bloom from early June through the end of October. It’s truly a remarkable site in southern 
Tippecanoe County. 

The �u� ers do not sell or hybridi�e� they just collect and divide and enjoy the vista of color throughout the en-
� re summer months. �long with the daylilies are mixed perennial beds of hosta, dahlias, hydrangeas, bu� er� y 
bushes, true Lilium, and a variety of other perennials in their expansive homestead yard. 

Local garden club tours are frequent during July. There have been photo ops with high school seniors, babies, 
and brides. Two �lein-�ir watercolor paint-outs were done this past summer with beau� ful results. �or �regg 
and Linda, sharing the beauty of their farm with others is an ongoing goal they pursue with joy.

�lease see the �pring ���� edi� on of Great Lakes Daylily for 
more about the �u� ers’ farm and the Winter ���� edi� on for 
more de� als on some of �ret Clement’s introduc� ons.� 
h� ps���adsregion�.org�newsle� er�

�hotos by Linda and �regg �u� er
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Photos by XX

Sugar Creek Daylily Gardens
Jayne and Greg Lough/ Darlington, Indiana

Greg and Jayne Lough had no inten� on of star� ng a retail 
daylily garden 25 years ago. A quick stop at Soules Garden to 
freshen up a landscape project started their journey into the 
world of daylilies. Their enthusiasm and willingness to share 
plants uninten� onally lead them down a new path. �hile Greg 
enjoys maintaining a beau� ful garden and hybridizing toothy 
daylilies, Jayne happily hosts visitors, garden clubs, and tours 
throughout the summer. �f � me permits, they are more than 
happy to dig plants for visitors during the regional tour. For 
those interested, a pdf of their collec� on of 2500 varie� es is 
available. To request their lis� ng or to preorder plants, email 
Jayne at screekdaygardens@gmail.com. 

Le�  to right, 
top to bo� om�
‘Kristen’s Echo on the 
Horizon’ (Lough, 2024), 
Lough seedling,
‘Patricia Ann Lough’ 
(Lough, 2024), 
Lough seedling

Photos by Jayne and 
Greg Lough

The garden is situated on the fourth genera� on grain farm, providing a charming rural backdrop for the stunning 
display of colorful daylilies. They acquire their hybrids from all over the country, making their garden a diverse 
and unique collec� on. �ome visit and see for yourself the beauty and variety that Greg and Jayne have cul� vated 
in their daylily garden. The Loughs maintain a standard of hearty, well-performing, and unique daylilies for their 
hybridizing program and garden varie� es.  
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Webbs Daylily Garden
Angel and Pete Webb/ Frankfurt, Indiana

The Webb’s Daylily Garden was established by Pete and Angel Webb 20 
years ago in Frankfort, Indiana.  The garden is a hybridizing and sales gar-
den primarily focusing on Webb’s Daylily Garden introduc� ons, but does 
include recent introduc� ons from other northern hybridizers.  The garden 
sits on a half acre lot just outside of Frankfort’s city limits. Plants will be 
available for purchase during the �ummer �ee� ng.

Pete primarily hybridizes for unusual form edged and pleated daylilies.  
He plants and evaluates 4,000 to 5,000 seedlings annually.  They fi nd that 
using their own introduc� ons and seedlings along side other northern 
daylilies that they have acquired promotes strong-growing northern plant 
habits, which is the primary focus of the garden.

�e� : Webb seedlings. �elow �Angel Webb’ �2022�
Photos by Angel and Pete Webb

Follow them on Facebook:
h� ps:��www.facebook.com�webbsdaylilies�
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Please send this form and your check made out to ADS Region 2 to 
�a�   �yerley, Registrar

     3680 E Old Goshen Road SE
     Laconia, IN 47135
Registra� on can also be completed online at the Region � �ebsite: 
h� �s���adsregion2.org�a�out�region�2�summer�mee� ng�

2025 American Daylily Society Region 2 
Summer �ee� ng Registra� on
�uly 1��20, La�aye� e, Indiana 

A� endee In�orma� on� 

A� endee Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________  

City: _________________________________________________  State:________________  Zip: ___________________ 

Phone: ___________________   Email Address:_____________________________________________ Region: _______

�ay �e publish your contact informa� on in the a� endee list� _____ yes   _____ no

�s the � rst Region � mee� ng you ha�e a� ended� _____ yes   _____ no

�on�erence Registra� on� Registra� on fee includes Friday dinner and Saturday lunch and dinner�  Hotel is not included.  
$159/person (before June 1)     $___________                        $179/person (June 1 – July 15)     $___________

 (Note: �ith late registra� on� �e can�t guarantee a seat on the bus)

      Check here for youth (1� � younger) to re�uest that their registra� on be reimbursed from our R� �outh Fund� 
Name of youth member(s): ____________________________________________________________________________ 

�f you �ill ha�e a guest a� ending the dinner either Friday or Saturday night� � ll out the area belo�� 

Friday dinner guest name(s):  ___________________________________________________ $__________ $30 per guest 

Saturday dinner guest name(s): _________________________________________________  $ _________  $45 per guest

Please note any dietary or mobility/accessibility needs for you or your guests: ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

* * *  �otal chec� amount �registra� ons, e�tra dinners�   � �������������� � � �

�ancella� on �olicy� Full refund if no� ce is recei�ed by 5/15� Refund of 50� if recei�ed 5/1���/15� No refund a� er �/1�� 
but you may transfer your registra� on to someone if you can�t a� end� Please let the registrar kno� ASAP of any changes� 

Garden and E�hi�i� on �udging �linics� �f you �ould like to par� cipate in one or both clinics� please �rite the name(s) 
of the person a� ending belo�� �e need to kno� in ad�ance to determine �hich classes �ill be o� ered�

�arden Judge �� _______________________________  E�hibi� on Judge �� _____________________________

Hotel In�orma� on� �he conference �ill be held at Courtyard �afaye� e� 150 Fairington A�e�� �afaye� e� �ndiana� 47905�  
�otel phone: (7�5) 449�4�00� �ake sure that you men� on that you are �ith the Region � Summer �aylily �ee� ng� �he 
rooms include a complimentary breakfast� A� endees must book their o�n rooms� �t is ad�ised to book early� Cancella� ons 
can be made un� l �4 hours of your reser�a� on�
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In mid-February 1994, Bob 
Talbert, long-� me feature 
columnist with the Detroit 
Free Press, encountered an 
85-year-old gentleman at 
the Birch Run outlet mall, 
located between Flint and 
Saginaw, Michigan, who was 
pu�  ng “How to Grow the 
Hybrid Daylily” brochures 
on car windshields. The man 
was Fred W. Sheill, the self-
styled Daylily King. He told 
Bob that he had just planted 
50,000 daylilies represent-
ing 500 varie� es, and that 
in May and June, he sold his 
plants for the special price 
of $2.00 before they started 
blooming, and $4.00 (retail) 
once they bloomed. Mr. Shei-
ll recounted that he spent his 
two-month “vaca� on” driving 
across Michigan, and leaving 
over 10,000 brochures. Logging over 3,000 miles, he 
traveled “as far as Ann Arbor, west to Niles and north, 
crisscrossing the area” (Detroit Free Press, February 
18, 1994 and June 17, 1994).

Like me, perhaps you are wondering “Who is this guy 
and why haven’t I heard of him?” What follows is a tale 
of a remarkable gentleman who just might have done 
more for popularizing daylilies in the upper Midwest 
than any other individual or organiza� on. But Fred 
didn’t become the Daylily King overnight. He had a 
life� me of experiences before launching into daylilies 
in re� rement. I hope you enjoy the story of Fred Sheill, 
the Daylily King.

Frederick W. Sheill (pronounced “sheel”) was born in 
Detroit on October 31, 1908, and lived in the Detroit 
area for the next 77 years. His father, William Igna� us, 

was largely self-taught and operated a laundry route 
for many years. By the � me Fred was seven years old, 
he assisted his father every Saturday while school was 
in session. Though he was s� ll a child, Fred soon came 
to appreciate the value of being his own boss so that 
“no one could put a limit on the amount of money he 
could earn.” 

Fred had always been interested in plants and in 1920, 
at age 12, he joined the Detroit Garden Club “just for 
children.” Among their ac� vi� es, the youngsters were 
tasked with plan� ng and maintaining a garden, as well 
as keeping records of the amount of � me spent work-
ing in the garden, income from sales, and expenses. 
Accordingly, Fred planted a 20 x 20 foot garden, and 
grew le� uce, beans, beets, cucumbers, and pumpkins, 
much of which he sold door to door. It was around this 
� me that Fred planted his fi rst “wild � ger lilies” (i.e., H. 
fulva) and observed that the plants doubled each year. 
As Fred put it, “Well, that’s a 100 percent profi t, so I’m 
going to be a nurseryman.”

In 1922, the Sheill family purchased a two-acre farm 
about three miles north of Farmington, at the � me a 
country suburb of Detroit. Fred’s father told the bud-
ding hor� culturalist that he could do “anything that 
he wanted to do with the two acres, except that the 
family had fi rst choice of everything produced.” Fred’s 
father ”talked a great deal,” and through barter he ob-
tained a variety of animals and plants from folks on 
his laundry route and brought them to the farm. The 
Sheill family soon had “just about every animal and 
plant you can imagine” on their small farm, including 
Fred’s fl ock of over 100 pigeons of various breeds, as 
well as 90 apple trees purchased from a nurseryman 
on the laundry route.

When Fred was 14, his father asked him if he wanted a 
hive of bees that a laundry customer off ered in lieu of 
a $5 debt. Fred enthusias� cally accepted the off er and 
immediately began reading everything he could fi nd 
about beekeeping. Within four years, he had started 
his own apiary business, the Honey Cabin Bee Farm, 

Digging Up Daylily History:
Fred Sheill, The Daylily King

by Bob Mainfort

Cover of brochure, 
circa 1994. 

Courtesy Pete Motz 
and Saundra Dunn.



that at one � me con-
tained 205 colonies 
and produced over 
ten tons of honey per 
year. Fred used the 
profi ts to fund his col-
lege educa� on. 

Not long a� er gradu-
a� ng from Farming-
ton High School in 
January 1927, Fred 
enrolled at Michigan 
State College (now 
University) where 
he took “chemistry, 
math, physics, bacte-
riology, animal hus-
bandry, farm crops, 
orcharding, and mar-
ke� ng.” �ach term, 
Fred carried extra 
credits, with classes 
that included green-
house management, 
fl oriculture, and fl ow-
er arranging. He also 
was a member of the 
MSC Beekeepers Sem-
inar, and served as 
Secretary and Trea-
surer of the group in 
1929. As an indica� on 
of Fred’s exper� se 
in beekeeping and 
honey produc� on, 
in September 1930 
he received nine rib-
bons for a total of $67 
(roughly equivalent to 
$1200 in 2024).

In 1932, America was reeling from the Great Depres-
sion, and like most folks, Fred was not spared from the 
eff ects. As Fred told a reporter from the State News in 
2009, “I just couldn’t aff ord to go that last li� le bit to 
graduate. I knew I wouldn’t need a diploma because I 
was going to be my own boss.” Although he had com-
pleted more than the 205 credits necessary for gradu-
a� on, he was s� ll a few credits short of receiving a de-
gree because some of his credits didn’t count toward 

gradua� on. Seventy-seven years later, when Fred was 
100 years old, he was awarded the � tle of Honorary 
Forestry Alumnus by MSU, thanks to the eff orts of a 
local state representa� ve.   

Upon leaving MSC in the spring of 1933, Fred was 
ready to start his own nursery. During the Great De-
pression, demand for honey steadily decreased, so 
Fred reluctantly sold his bee colonies and equipment 
to fund the purchase of land and basic infrastructure. 
He bought an acre of land for his nursery on the new 
Northwestern Highway, halfway between Farmington 
and Birmingham, as well as two abandoned houses 
that he moved to the nursery. Several months later he 
added another acre. Fred con� nued working the laun-
dry route that he inherited from his father, and some 
of his customers gave him irises and daylilies in lieu 
of monetary payment. Fred also started 600 yellow 
weeping willow trees, some of which grew very large 
and served as an easily spo� ed landmark for the Sheill 
Nursery. 

In 1934, Fred married his high school sweetheart, 
Gladys Wood, who was instrumental in managing the 
fl edgling nursery. Although the business a� racted a 
fair number of customers, the profi ts from sales did 
not meet the needs of Fred’s growing family. As Fred 
put it: “All these years I had been my own boss and 
never had a real job. We were married, had two boys, 
a nursery started, and had gone through the depres-
sion, and now I was going to work for �on� ac Motor 
Company. My plan was to work for ten years and then 
quit so as to devote full � me to my nursery. At the end 
of ten years, I was needed to work in the war eff ort, so 
I con� nued two years longer, and then quit �in 1946�.”

During the post-war era, the Sheill Nursery thrived, al-
lowing Fred and Gladys to re� re in 1964 at age 55. In re-
� rement, the couple became ac� ve in square dancing, 
and Fred established a reputa� on as a very good caller. 
Gladys passed away in March 1985, and later that year 
Fred moved to Au Gres, a small town on Saginaw Bay, 
about 50 miles north of Bay City, that for many years 
had been a favorite vaca� on spot for his family. In early 
1993, when he was in his 80s, Fred purchased a ten-
acre farm just north of town and planted 50,000 day-
lilies there. Soon a� er the purchase, Fred placed ads 
for his new daylily farm in several small-town Michigan 
newspapers. These ads promised “Change Poverty To 
Riches — Grow Daylilies and turn spare � me into your 
fortune. Send stamp today — Don’t delay.” 

Frederick W. Sheill high school 
gradua� on photo, January 1927. 

Courtesy Farmington 
Community Library Heritage 

Collec� on � Historical Archives.

Fred proudly showing his 
Honorary Forestry Alumnus 

Cer� fi cate from MSU. 
Grand Haven Tribune, 

January 20, 2009.



Bob Talbert (the Detroit Free Press columnist men-
� oned above) always had a nose for a good story and 
paid Fred a visit at his farm in June 1994. He found that 
since February, Fred had planted an addi� onal 25,000 
daylily plants, bringing his total holdings to 75,000. 
During the visit Fred told Bob that he sold to other 
nurseries and to “people who want to start a business 
of their own.” Fred was “proud of pu�  ng 75 people in 
the daylily business by wholesaling large lots at $1.30 
a plant. Invest $65 in 50 plants,” he says, “and let na-
ture go to work for you. Those 50 plants will make 100, 
then double to 200, etc., to where in fi ve years you’ll 
have 1,600 worth $5,000.” Charles Ponzi undoubtedly 
would have admired Fred’s sch� ck� But of course Fred 
was not trying to scam anyone. He genuinely wanted 
to help folks make some money.

Thanks to the foresight of Pete Motz, the re� red found-
er and owner of Plum Line Landscape & Design, and 
Saundra Dunn, I received copies of three documents 
that together represent Mr. Sheill’s “infopack” that 
he sent to folks who responded to one of his news-
paper ads or one of his direct marke� ng brochures. 
The packet included a nicely printed tri-fold brochure 
(image page 36) � tled “Anyone Can Make a Fortune in 
Ten Years or Less,”  a two-page mimeographed list of 
plants available at “wholesale” prices, and a “whole-
sale order” form that included general informa� on 
about Fred’s plants and his pricing structure. 

So what plants did Fred grow? His “1994 Wholesale 
List of Daylilies” provides names and descrip� ons of 
60 plants, all of which were introduced between 1959 
and 1984. The vast majority, 50, are Gilbert Wild cul-
� vars, and fi ve of the remainder are David Hall in-
troduc� ons. Several plants Fred off ered were award 
winners. The best known example on Fred’s list is 
the 1965 Stout winner, ‘Luxury Lace’ (Spalding 1959), 

Fred Sheill’s price list, circa 1994. 
Courtesy Pete Motz and Saundra Dunn.

which by 1994 looked rather dated. ‘American Revolu-
� on’ (Wild, 1972) and ‘Jim’s Pick’ (Wild, 1971) both re-
ceived Honorable Men� on awards, while ‘Ben Arthur 
Davis’ earned a Junior Cita� on, as well as an Honor-
able Men� on and Award of Merit. Of the Wild intro-
duc� ons on Fred’s list, only ‘Mauve Wonder’ (Wild, 
1983) was off ered for sale by Gilbert H. Wild and Son 
in 2024.

The bo� om two-thirds of the brochure includes sug-
ges� ons for purchasing plants for resale, and a de-
scrip� on of Fred’s opera� on� “I recommend that you 
include some “Old Timers” in your order at the special 
low price of 25¢ each. I run ads and price my plants 
at 25¢ to $4.00, and the curious come to see what is 
off ered at only 25¢. They are the orange, Mikato (sic), 
the Kwanso double, the lemon and the star. Unnamed 
in the mixture, and I recommend these for plan� ng 
large natural areas at low cost. Some order these and 
sell for 50¢ to $1.00 as a come on.”

Fred con� nued� “I have about 500 varie� es, but many 
are in small �uan� � es and not adver� sed in my list. 
They are available to those who visit the Nursery and 
Farm during the summer. More plants will be set this 
coming summer. I have grown daylilies for seventy 
years, and know that they are a money maker. Let me 
help you make money. Let me help you start your own 
business.”

The accompanying “PRICE LIST AND ORDER BLANK, 
Wholesale January 1 – thru May 1” gives a somewhat 
more nuanced version of Fred’s price structure, as well 
as his suggested retail prices for plants.  

Fred Sheill newspaper adver� sement. 
Cass City Chronicle, February 24, 1993.



Although Mr. Sheill clear-
ly favored direct adver-
� sing, in April 1998 he 
again ran a small ad in 
some small local news-
papers. Unlike his ear-
lier ads, these used his 
honorifi c � tle of “Daylily 
King” in the text. These 
read: “Start your own 
business. GROW DAY-
LILIES. The miracle plant 
that makes people rich. 
All informa� on is FREE! 
DAYLILY KING, Box 552, 
AuGres, MI 48703. Free 
Variety Brochure” 

In 2007 Fred Sheill was 
featured in one of the Detroit Free Press’s popular  
“YOU HAVEN’T LIVED IN MICHIGAN UNTIL . . .” col-
umns, repor� ng that, “His customers come with shov-
els (or use his) to dig lilies: $5 for a small clump; $8 for 
one that’s shovel size.” Why the change in his market-
ing strategy just 13 years later? As noted by Jerry and 
Lisa Marla�  (see page 40), some� me between 1998 
and 2007, Fred’s daylily fi eld was vandalized by some-
one who removed all of his plant labels. His life experi-
ences had taught him to be adaptable, and seemingly 
undeterred, he con� nued selling daylilies.

So, what of Fred’s glowing promise that one could 
make a fortune by growing daylilies? For the sake of ar-
gument, let’s assume that a customer purchased 100 
fans of H. fulva from him for 25¢ each (to be sold at 
retail for 50¢ per fan), and that they doubled in num-
ber every year for ten years. This would give the daylily 
entrepreneur 51,200 plants valued at $25,600 retail. 
What if one wanted to splurge and purchased 500 (100 
of Fred’s “best varie� es”) for $1.30 each (to be sold at 
retail for $4.00 per fan), and again assumed that these 
would increase as above? A� er ten years, you would 
have a whopping 512,000 plants with a retail value of 
over $2,000,000. Now that’s more like it, right? Sure, 
IF you could sell all of these at your desired retail price, 
and IF you had the � me, energy, and space to grow the 
plants and had no overhead. 

Back to reality. Barbara Badder, a self-described “day-
lily addict,” found one of Fred’s brochures at a rest stop 

in 2002 and purchased plants from his farm for sever-
al years. A� er talking extensively with Fred, Ms. Bad-
der decided to start her own daylily business. In one 
of her posts on HubPages, she men� oned that Fred 
shared with her that he was making about $10,000 a 
year. Not quite a fortune!

Fred con� nued working at his daylily farm through 
2012, re� ring from the business at the age of 103 
years. The secret of Fred’s remarkable longevity? “I 
don’t smoke. I don’t drink. I talk and listen to nice 
things. I leave my barn door open at my farm, and I 
trust people.” Fred Sheill passed away on September 
23, 2014, fi ve weeks before his 106th birthday. A re-
markable man that I wish I had known.
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Fred Sheill newspaper 
adver� sement. 

Saline Reporter, April 8, 1998.

as the Region 
2 newsle� er 
archives for 
references to 
Mr. Sheill. Her 
research found 
no evidence 
that Fred was 
an ADS/AHS 
member and 
that he was 
never men-
� oned in the 
newsle� er. As 
usual, my wife 
and colleague, 
Mary Kwas, 
made a num-
ber of helpful 
editorial sug-
ges� ons.

Fred Sheill in his daylily fi eld, 2009. 
Photo by Adam Baudoux.



In 200� we had no inten� on of star� ng a daylily busi-
ness un� l Fred Sheill entered our lives. We were at 
Deer Acres in Pinconning (about 25 miles south of Au 
Gres), and our two-year-old granddaughter Ella saw a 
brochure with a goose on it. The brochure stated that 
you could feed the geese as well as buy daylilies from 
the Daylily King, born in 1908. We were intrigued, so 
we wanted to see if the business was s� ll there in Au 
Gres. 

When we arrived, it was a very hot day. As soon as we 
stepped out of the car, a man came out to greet us. It 
was Fred Sheill himself, and at 100 years old he was 
out digging by himself an order that fi lled two eight-
foot tables and he had not broken a sweat. We were 
impressed by his gentle manner and broad smile. The 
fi rst thing he said was, “Li� le girl, would you like to 
feed my geese?” He called the geese and they came 
running. Ella was delighted. He picked up some soil 
and said, “This soil and these daylilies and the good 
Lord are what keeps me alive.” 

Daylilies were on sale for just 50 cents per double fan, 
so we ordered 400 to fi ll in a space along our fi eld 
where the woodchucks were ea� ng the soybeans. We 
picked them up on our way home from Traverse City 
about a week later, and Ella was surrounded in the 
back seat by plants on the ride home.

We knew nothing about daylilies and the signifi cance 
of their names. Although these were registered cul� -
vars, they weren’t labeled because when Fred was in 

his 90s someone had vandalized his farm and removed 
all of the plant markers and le�  them in a pile. 

We now have over 2,000 registered cul� vars at �gden 
Sta� on Daylilies, but have kept a row of Fred’s plants 
that we sell by the clump in honor of the man who got 
us started. We stopped to visit Fred every summer on 
our way �p �orth. He was so interes� ng and had great 
stories to tell. He told about how as a boy, he dug up 
some orange ditch lilies for his mother for her birthday. 
He said that he and his wife danced their way to and 
from Florida every fall. He went on to explain that he 
called square dances every year. He also took cut day-
lily scapes to the hospital and nursing home to bright-
en the days for pa� ents. 

Had it not been for Fred Sheill, we would most likely 
never have begun raising and hybridizing daylilies.



Eliz-

Cele�ra� ng �ur �egion � Hy�ri�izers� 
We are so fortunate in Region 2 to benefi t from the amazing hybridizing of so many of our 
members. They are working in many di� erent direc� ons, crea� ng new beau� es each year and 
expanding our vision of what a daylily looks like. I asked each hybridizer to send a photo of one of 
their most recent introduc� ons so that we can celebrate the diversity of talent within Region 2. 
I also want to gratefully acknowledge that their plant dona� ons to our auc� ons are the primary 
source of funding for this newsle� er.

    ‘Crazy Hot Pink’ 
   24, 5.5, M, Dor, Dip
     David Winter, 2024

anolmsteddaylilygarden.
wordpress.com

‘Healer o� �a� ons’ 
32, 5.5, EM, Dor, Tet

 Phil and Luel Korth, 2024
pinewooddaylilies.com

‘Itchin’ to Shine’ 
37, 6.5, MRe, SEv, Dip
 Kirsten �a� ield, 2025
dorsetsndaylilies.com

‘Just Walk on By’ 
40, 11, M, Dor, Tet

 Jim Prochaska, 2024
foxwoodsgarden.com

‘Brokenness Is What I Long For’
36, 6, L, Dor, Tet 

 Jerry Marla� , 2024
ogdensta� ondaylilies.com

‘�e�ories o� Beau� �ul Peo�le’ 
36, 5, M, Dor, Tet

 Genni Kleckner, 2024
workinprogressgardens.com

�ote� Please refer to the �DS online database for more informa� on about each of these lovely recently registered daylilies. 
�r be� er yet, visit each hybridizer�s website or social media pages and look around� 

In the descrip� ons here, height and bloom size sta� s� cs are listed fi rst �in inches�, followed by season, foliage type, and ploidy.
My apprecia� on to the Region 11 MoKanOk newsle� er for this idea.



   ‘Ballet Pointe’ 
30, 4.4, ERe, Dor, Dip    
Gus Guzinski, 2023

drbeaugus@yahoo.com

‘Char Shark’ 
 35, 7, M, SEv, Tet
Ed Wheeler, 2024

43 North Daylilies on Facebook

‘Pe� t Fo�r a la Prairie’s Edge’ 
32, 5, MRe, SEv, Tet 
Carole Hunter, 2024

prairiesedgegardens.com

‘Chief Inspecktor’ 
23, 4.25, EM, SEv, Dip 
Steve Williams, 2024

obannonsprings.plan� ans.com

‘Gem City Inferno’ 
 40, 8.5, MLRe, SEv, Tet

Pete Webb, 2023
Webb’s Daylily Gardens on Facebook

   ‘Valeri Marie’ 
    29, 5.5, M, Dor, Tet

Chad Bush, 2025
colorfulchaosdaylily.weebly.com

‘Emma’s Lil Froggies’ 
28, 5, EM, Dor, Dip

 Elaine Seifert, 2024
petalpusher.plan� ans.com

‘Peter Pan’s Kiss’ 
30, 2.25, M, SEv, Dip 
Nancy Watson, 2024

cherryhillgarden.plan� ans.com

‘Madame Cheeseball’ 
 40, 7, M, Dor, Tet
Bob Watson, 2024

cherryhillgarden.plan� ans.com



‘Mizzen Moonsail’ 
36, 7, ML, Dor, Tet 

Ginny Pearce, 2024
gardenpathperennials.com

‘Basic �ns� nct’ 
 28, 6, MRe, Dor, Tet
Mike Holmes, 2024

daylily.ws

   ‘That’s the Way the Pickle Squirts’ 
    33, 6.5, ML, Dor, Dip
Doug Prochaska 2024
foxwoodsgarden.com

‘Kindness Counts’ 
33, 7.5, M, SEv, Tet

Sandy Holmes, 2025
daylily.ws

‘Frankenstein’s Bride’ 
 38, 7, ML, Dor, Tet

Sharon Prochaska, 2022
foxwoodsgarden.com

‘Never Give a Cat a Chainsaw’ 
 26, 6.5, M, Dor, Dip
Bret Clement, 2024
clementgarden.com

‘Teacup Simple Truths’ 
 10, 1.5, MLRe, SEv, Dip

Gayle Menges Story, 2024
naturesedgedaylilies.plan� ans.com

‘Regal Ballerina’ 
 34, 6.5, EMRe, Ev, Tet
Ma�  Meadows, 2024

regaldaylilies.com

Ric Adams seedling 
‘Birthday Wishes’ x 
‘Sandhill Sunshine’ 

Laidback Gardens on Facebook



On June 29, 2024, the Metropolitan Columbus Daylily 
Society (MCDS) held an accredited daylily show in 
the Upper Arlington Library atrium. Nearly 200 on-
scape blooms were judged, and nearly 100 off -scape 
blooms were displayed. The Upper Arlington loca� on 
has proven to be an excellent venue for our show. The 
light streaming through the fl oor-to-ceiling windows 
in the atrium creates the perfect se�  ng to show off  
the blooms. This was our second show at this loca� on. 
MCDS has sponsored dozens of daylily shows over 
the years, in several diff erent venues. Our club was 
ini� ally founded in 198� for the purpose of hos� ng 
an accredited daylily show, and our � rst show, � tled 
“New Beginnings,” was held at Inniswood (a botanical 
garden and nature preserve in Westerville, Ohio) in 
1986. That original show program was a far cry from 
the full-color programs we now provide our visitors 
(see sidebar on page 46). The next year, 1987, the 
club decided to begin their guest plant program as 
a way to provide newer daylily varie� es to members 
at a reasonable cost. In this way, the members could 
have newer and be� er varie� es for the daylily shows. 

Our club has been very fortunate to have many willing 
volunteers for our shows to handle the many aspects 
of producing a show�such as ini� al planning, � nding 
a venue, scheduling judges, assigning clerks, set-up, 
obtaining show ribbons, and producing the show 
program, to name a few. It takes a lot of volunteers 
to check the entrance tags, move the entries to the 

correct sec� ons on 
the display tables, 
and act as clerks 
during judging and 
ribbon placement. In 
addi� on to the AHS 
ribbons, the club has 
sponsored awards for 
best novice entry, a 
“Bill Johannes Sweep- 
stakes Award” pewter 
bowl (for most blue 
ribbons earned) given 
in honor of a long-
� me member, and a 
“King of Show” award 
for runner-up to “Queen of Show.” All award winners 
and people’s choice winners (favorite design, favorite 
on-scape and off -scape daylily) are presented with gi�  
cer� � cates to be used at future club sales�auc� ons. 
The chance of winning a gi�  cer� � cate is an added 
incen� ve for members to bring entries for the show. 

Prior to the show, 
“How-To” sessions 
are made available 
where new members 
can get instruc� on 
on how to properly 
groom a scape for 
entry into the show. 
There are also emails 
sent to members 
sugges� ng ways to 
safely transport their 
entries. (Note: Very 
detailed ar� cles on 
these subjects are 
available on the 
American Daylily So- 
ciety website. On the 
home page choose 
“Get involved” from 

People’s choice off -scape 
winner ‘Italian Summer’ 

(Bell-T., 2018), grown and 
shown by Bob Chocran. 

Head Table, June 2024 show 

The Metropolitan Columbus Daylily 
Society Shows—Past and Present

by Debby Colvin, with photos by Jeff  Kerr and Debby Colvin

The Metropolitan Columbus Daylily 
Society Shows—Past and Present

by Debby Colvin, with photos by Jeff Kerr and Debby Colvin



the menu and then choose “Transpor� ng daylilies” 
and/or “Preparing – grooming scapes.”)

On the day of the show, visitors are greeted by a 
manned membership table with lots of pictures 
and informa� on about daylilies. Visitors can learn 
about the programs supported by the local club 
such as plant sales, member garden tours, and the 
daylily beds maintained by the club on the Franklin 
Park Conservatory grounds. Show programs and 
a club brochure are available as take-aways, and 
there is informa� on available about the American 
Daylily Society. Individuals joining the local club are 
encouraged to also join the na� onal organi�a� on.

The design sec� on is always popular with visitors, and 
previous shows have had as many as sixteen designs 
displayed and judged (see photos, right, of this year’s 
entries). In previous years, the design sec� on was 
presented in coopera� on with the Crea� ve Arrangers 
Guild—a “Garden Judges of Ohio” group whose main 
ac� vity is fl ower arranging. This group tradi� onally 
provided many of the entries for the show. The 
design sec� on is not judged by daylily judges, but is 
judged by accredited fl ower arranging judges. When 
there is a Tricolor sec� on, all plant material must 
be fresh and highlight the daylily. Photos of Tricolor 
rose� e winners can be forwarded to the �a� onal 
Daylily Society, where a single Tricolor Medal is 
awarded. Judging is by a panel of �a� onal Council of 
State Garden Club Inc. judges. This very pres� gious 
award was won in 2015 by one our members, Jackie 
Lundberg, for her arrangement en� tled “The Chinese 
Dance.” 

A� er judging and ribbon 
placement, visitors can 
check out the award-
winning blooms and see 
the best examples at the 
“head table.” Of special 
note are club members 
Angie Maly, who won King 
of Show (Best Unusual 
Form ‘Ar� c Tern’), �ueen 
of Show (Best Spider 
‘Good Bye Pork Pie Hat’), 
Best Small Flower (‘Black 
Velvet Baby’), and Best 
Miniature (‘Wilhelm’), as 

A variety of exhibits 
in the design sec� on of the 202� show

2015 MCDS TriColor Award 
and ADS TriColor Medal 
Winner Jackie Lundberg

202� Mul� -Award Winner 
Angie Maly



well as the Sweepstakes 
award for winning the 
most blue ribbons; and 
Robin Fauth, who received 
the Novice Award for 
‘Handwri� ng on the Wall.’

Of course, taking down the 
show is the fi nal ac� vity. 
Some visitors like to stay 
as the vases are being 
emp� ed to collect some of 
the blooms not retrieved 
by the entrants. The scapes 
will always have unopened 
blooms, and taking the 
scapes home and pu�  ng 
them in water will allow those blooms to open and be 
enjoyed. 

Soon a� er the conclusion of the show, it is � me to begin 
planning for next year’s show, and the fi rst step in that 
process is obtaining a venue. Then, repeat as necessary!

2024 Novice Award-
Winner Robin Fauth

Best Double: 
‘Dorothy and 

Toto’ (Herring- 
ton-K., 2003)

Best Extra-Large:
‘Mama Was a 

�is� l’
(Norris-R., 2019)

Best Large:
‘Faith Healer’

(Hanson-C., 2017)

Best Miniature:
‘Wilhelm’

(Apps, 1997)

Best Small:
‘Black Velvet 
Baby’ (Kinne-
brew-J., 2007)

Best Un.Form:
‘Arc� c Tern’

(Lambertson, 
2006)

MCDS Daylily Show Covers 
Across the Years

1968 1995

2004 2009

2010 2017

2019 2024



At a recent Shir�ey �armer mee� ng, �oni�ue �arn�e, Saundra �unn and � were tossing around ideas for future 
ar� c�es. �oni�ue o�served how some day�i�ies were so dis� nc� ve that they cou�d �e spo� ed and iden� fi ed 
even if the tag was missing. So, here we go, your fi rst set of photos with ‘missing tags.’  Let’s see how many you 
recognize. Answers and photo credits on page 53. 

Even Without A Tag
by Charlie Harper

 A  B

 C

 D

 E

 F  G  H
      (Grown in a shaded area)



Hybridizing ‘How-To’ Hints and Tips
�ntrod�c� on by �a�ndra ��nn

The goal of this series is for hybridizers to share ideas 
on a variety of topics. The ini� al vision was to provide 
informa� on for new hybridizers to ponder since there 
is no single correct way to do things. But experienced 
hybridizers have since told me that they enjoy reading 
these diff erent perspec� ves as well.

�or the debut ar� cle, we started with the very prac� cal 
�ues� on of �How do you tag your crosses in the fi eld?� 
We heard from several hybridizers whose methods in-
cluded colored paper clips, paper tags, trail tape, and 
vinyl labels. This was followed by a focus on seed collec-
� ons and storage in the late summer� fall issue.

So what do you do with those seeds now? Below hy-
bridizers Ric Adams, Ed Kraus, and Sandy Holmes share 
their methods for germina� ng and plan� ng seeds. The 
� ming of this fi rst trio of topics roughly followed the 
natural progression through one season of seed-mak-
ing, harves� ng, storing, and plan� ng. 

In future issues we will explore evalua� ng seedlings and 
ideas for selling�marke� ng daylilies. And we are eager 
to hear your ideas for other topics. Please email me at 
greatlakesdaylily@gmail.com to contribute or suggest a 
topic. 

Ric Adams
Laidback Gardens, Goodrich, Michigan

We have started seeds for 30+ years and have used 
many diff erent methods—from grow lights in our Mich-
igan basement to a heated greenhouse, open fl ats 
to 78 cell trays, and many ways in between. We have 
matched our seed star� ng to our lifestyle and this is our 
current method. It works for us with a minimum of fuss 
and bother. We produce seedlings that can be lined out 
by the fi rst of June if we have the space to do so. Truth 
is, we rarely have enough room ready for them. So we 
work through the summer clearing and prepping a new 
bed. The seedlings hopefully get planted by late sum-
mer, but no later than Labor Day here in Michigan.

We do not start seeds un� l �ebruary as our house is 
decorated for Christmas. We generally like to work on 

them during Red Wing hockey 
games. Upon taking seed from 
the crisper drawer, we fi rst put 
each cross in a jelly-type jar with 
sandpaper under the lid and at 
the bo� om of the jar, give it a 
bartender shake, and place in a 
series of plas� c six ounce cups 
with a couple ounces of 10% 
peroxide.

Sandpaper will scarify the seeds and the peroxide will 
loosen the coa� ng to aid in germina� on. We usually 
do 125-200 diff erent crosses and each goes in its own 
cup. When seeds have soaked, they are put in the pots 
where they will germinate and remain un� l plan� ng. 
The pot size is determined by the number of seeds per 
cross. We put 5-15 seeds in four inch pots in a tray that 
holds 18 pots. Any crosses that have more seeds than 
that (up to 60) go in one gallon pots in trays that hold 6 
pots. When each tray is full, the pots are well watered 
with warm water. Each four inch and one gallon pot is 
assigned a number to keep my crosses straight.

We use a coir mix and it greatly re-
duses the issue of fungus gnats. That 
is important as the gnats are diffi  cult 
to control and will make a mess of 
your work. The trays are placed in 
two inch deep boot trays so we can 
bo� om water a� er about two to four 
weeks as needed, with a light Miracle 
�row solu� on.

We have remodeled our old farmhouse to accommo-
date pu�  ng our boot trays on movable shelves in front 



of our south-facing windows. When all are planted, the 
� ats are covered with a sheet of plas� c to let in light 
and keep in some moisture, mimicking a green house 
of sorts. We then go to Florida for two months. Our 
granddaughter comes by to see if anything has dried 
out and when most have sprouted, she loosens the 
plas� c. When we get back in late April, we remove the 
covering and con� nue bo� om watering as necessary. 
Here in Michigan we can usually pull the trays out to 
the driveway to harden off  by mid-May and plant by 
early June (in a good year).

When plants have 
hardened off  and 
received a couple 
good spring rains, 
they are ready to 
plant. We plant in a 
double row about 

eight inches apart. Before we plant, we go down the 
string line with a dose of greensand. The greensand 
helps loosen our clay soil and the nutrients it contains 
keep our plants healthy. 

Our rows are about 
26 inches apart to 
accommodate a 20 
inch � ller. We use a 
metal marker with 
Brother P-Touch TZ 
tape and a number 
system beginning 
with the year and a 

number corresponding to the cross. When we plant a 
cross, it goes behind the marker in a double row with 
the strongest seedlings fi rst and last in each row with 
the others in between. I am always amazed at how 
many keepers come from the fi rst or the last two plant-
ed of each cross. A� er plan� ng, they are given a dose 
of Preen granular and a light mulch of pine needles or 
fi ne pine chips to hold the weeds down while allowing 
for growth.

Ed Kraus
Purple Daze Daylily Garden, Lebanon, Ohio

“Making a U-Turn: 
��ar� ng Daylilies �eeds in �he Ground� 

Since I began crossing tetraploid daylilies, the seeds 
have always been started indoors, under lights, in win-

ter. I limited the number of seeds per cross to 12 or 
so, planted about 300 seeds, and ended up with about 
200 seedlings for the current year’s bed. I planted 
these seedlings six inches apart in rows that were six 
inches apart. The system worked well for many years.

For the last several years, though, I have spent the 
winters (late December to mid-March) in Galveston, 
Texas, where my seven year old granddaughter lives. 
This has seriously impacted both the � ming and qual-
ity of my daylily seedling crop. The quandary was: (1) 
plant the seeds before leaving in late December and 
trust the young house�pet si� er to tend them or (2) 
plant them in March a� er returning. I tried both meth-
ods, but the seedling quan� ty and quality suff ered. 
Neither approach was very successful. So in late No-
vember of 2023, not knowing what to expect, ALL of 
my seeds were planted in the GROUND!  Fast forward: 
IT WORKED, but not exactly 
as expected.

The seeds were planted in 
a former seedling bed with 
good soil.  The bed had 
been recently � lled with 
compost, shredded leaves 
and a good dose of Milor-
ganite added. The seeds 
were planted very close to-
gether, crosses marked, wa-
tered, mulched with a light 
mulch of shredded daylily 
and other stalks and then 
le�  to Mother Nature over 
the winter, per the instruc-
� ons received from Dan 
Bachman.  

Upon returning from Tex-
as in late March, the seeds 
had sprouted. In fact, way 
too many of them had 
sprouted. For this fi rst trial, 
everything was tracked, in-
cluding seed counts, seed-
ling counts by cross, and 
dates. Many pictures were 
taken. Of the 1,494 seeds 
planted, 994 sprouted. And 
I only had room for 200!

December 7, 2023

April 4, 2023

June 3, 2024



�ermina� on was about the same as what was a� ained 
in the basement – 67%. The seedlings were much bigger 
than anything I had ever done inside. There were too 
many seedlings, but life found a way. 

Adding a second bed and adding a row to each bed yield-
ed an extra 100+ seedlings per bed, to over 300. With a 
bit of added space here and there, I started in late May 
and planted 785 of the biggest and best seedlings out 
of the 994—the most I have ever done and will ever do. 
Included in this group were some long crosses (nine of 
53 crosses yielded between 36 and 66 plants each) that 
will be very interes� ng to evaluate. 

The seedlings prospered 
over the very dry summer. 
They were watered regular-
ly during the drought. Now 
I anxiously await the coming 
year to see how many might 
bloom compared to star� ng 
seedlings indoors. 

So what was learned while 
making this change?
1)  Make fewer crosses.
2)  Don’t make so many seeds. 
Or just maybe… Don’t plant 
so many seeds. �ermina� on 
is just as good in the ground.
3) Plant the seeds in an un-
used bed, not the bed where 
the seedlings will also be 
planted.
4) Keep to my single bed per 
year size of about 200 plants.

Finally, it is apparent that we can use whatever 
seed-star� ng method fi ts our needs and works best for 
our individual situa� ons. Don’t be afraid to change up 
the methods as needed and try new approaches–there 
are more ways to start seeds than we can imagine. Re-
member too that seeds are primed to grow despite  
what we might do to them.

Addi� onally, note that all of the daylily seedlings cov-
ered above were tetraploids.  However, two long cross-
es of diploids were also started. The compara� ve results 
were very interes� ng�
• All seeds were planted at nearly the same � me in 

late fall.

• All were in good soil, watered, and mulched.
• The diploids emerged earlier.
• The tetraploids were soon bigger, taller, and had 

larger root systems.
• The tets grew bigger, faster in the ground and 

looked be� er in the fall.

Consider that this was a very small sample so perhaps 
not representa� ve of the whole, but these are Inter-
es� ng results nonetheless.  Evalua� on to con� nue. 

Sandy Holmes
Riverbend Daylilies, Xenia, Ohio

Star� n� Seeds �ndoors� 
For the Reasonable to The Obsessive Hybridizer

For people with limited garden space or too many 
seeds, star� ng seeds indoors is a great op� on.   Since 
my mentor was Steve Moldovan, I am in the Obsessive 
category, but be assured that this will work for 10 seeds 
as well as 10,000.  I start seeds in our “seed room” in 
the back of the barn.  We have a small greenhouse fur-
nace and overhead grow lights on a � mer.  I normally 
start the seeds a� er the winter holidays because we 
need them to be more robust for transplan� ng in the 
open fi eld in late May.  The fact that there isn’t much 
going on in January helps.

The process begins in the fall 
when all the seeds are gath-
ered.  Everyone has their 
own method to keep seeds. 
(We use paper coin enve-
lopes stored in �iploc plas� c 
bags.)  A� er all the seeds are 
collected, the crosses are en-
tered into an Excel Spread-
sheet. As an obsessive, I sort 
the spreadsheet to show all 
the crosses from each pollen parent together. (I plant 
by the pollen parent so I can see the results of my cho-
sen pollen parents in the same area.) If you are in the 
Reasonable category, don’t bother with all the  sort-
ing. If you assign numbers on the plan� ng, keep some 
kind of record of the cross for each number.   To save 
� me and money for markers, try to plant like crosses 
together. 

The supplies needed are the seeds from your storage, 
the Excel spreadsheet or your own record sheet, a pen 

Diploid seedlings
October 15, 2024

Tetraploid seedlings
October 14, 2024



to record the cross numbers on the sheet, white plas� c 
four-inch garden markers, black paint pen, a sterile plant-
ing medium with added vermiculite for the dirt (we use 
ProMix in 40 pound bags), 124-hole plug trays, carrying 
trays for the plug trays, shelves, grow lights, water and 
if possible, fans to keep the air circula� ng.  We recently 
switched to LED grow lights because they are more en-
ergy effi  cient and put out less heat. For the reasonable 
person, starter packages with plugs and trays are avail-
able at big box stores like Walmart.  As an obsessive, we 
purchase by the case from BFG, a greenhouse supplier.

To decide what to plant together, I, an obsessive, use the 
spreadsheet to locate all of the crosses from one pollen 
parent. That pollen parent’s crosses are then sorted by 
pod parents. All seeds from the individual pod parent 
are assigned a number and planted together. This con-
� nues un� l all of the kids from a specifi c pollen parent 
are planted together. Then I repeat the process for the 
next pollen parent. If you are reasonable, none of this 
is necessary.  Just plant them any way you want, but be 
sure to give the cross some kind of iden� fi ca� on so that 
you know what you have.

Try to work in an environment where a bit of stray dirt 
isn’t a problem. I do everything in the seed room be-
cause the dirt can be messy if it is as dry as I like it. The 
fi rst step is to fi ll the plug tray with dirt leaving a li� le bit 
of space at the top of each plug. In your spreadsheet, 
assign a name or number to the cross and record it on 
the plas� c marker using the paint pen.  (DO NOT USE A 
PERMANENT MARKER.  THEY CAN FADE AND YOU WILL 
LOSE YOUR CROSS).  I place one seed in each plug. I do 
not plant the fi rst and last row at the ends of the tray 
because I cannot keep the soil as moist as the rest of 
the tray and the plants don’t do as well. When all the 
seeds are planted, push the seeds slightly into the soil 
and cover the plugs with a li� le more soil to be sure that 
the seeds are completely covered. Anyone who uses the 
more expensive starter trays from the big box store can 
plant in every plug.  

If you are obsessive and plant trays over several days, 
wait un� l everything is planted before you add water 

to the trays and turn on the lights. This will encourage 
the seeds to all sprout about the same � me.  Reason-
able people can just water them as they go. Keep the 
soil moist, but not water logged. Then, to sprout the 
seeds, all that is necessary is heat. The seeds usually 
sprout in a couple of weeks, but some will take longer. 
Every light system is diff erent. We leave the lights on 
for about 1� hours a day a� er the seeds start to sprout.  

Rota� ng each tray helps to give all the seedlings light. 
As an obsessive with thousands of seeds, I rotate the 
trays by turning them front to back and moving them 
to diff erent shelves. Without this, some foliage will get 
long and fall over on the other seedlings. Floor fans 
help to make the foliage stronger so use the air move-
ment if you can. If the seedlings’ foliage becomes too 
long you can always give them a haircut, but leave at 
least fi ve inches. If fungus gnats join the party, try fl y 
paper strips near the lights. A hint for the reasonable 
person who is not plan� ng thousands of seeds is to mi-
crowave your dirt for two or three minutes before you 
plant. I don’t recommend using the microwave in your 
kitchen.

When your weather has only light frost, put the seed-
lings in a sunny protected area to allow them to harden 
off .  Don’t worry if they get a surprise snow. The strong 
seedlings will live. The seedlings will recover quickly 
once the plugs are planted in their fi nal loca� on.  As 
the permanent foliage develops, most of the seedling 
foliage will die so don’t be concerned if you see dry 
outer foliage.  

Have fun and en-
joy your new cre-
a� ons.  Remem-
ber there is no 
one right way to 
start seeds.  The 
right way is what 
works for you.



Black Swamp Hosta and  Daylily Society:
Re� ec� ons o� a �ong��erm President

by Charlene Patz, with photos by Frank Patz

Trish Hausknecht, Enterprise Partnerships Manager 
with Metroparks Toledo, was the guest speaker at 
our September 21 general membership mee� ng that 
was well a� ended. Trish’s program � tled �Metroparks 
Update!” highlighted all of the great things that 
are happening at Metroparks Toledo including the 
new Glass City Metropark, the Riverwalk along the 
Maumee River, and some future projects in the works. 
In October we enjoyed a lively roundtable discussion 
led by Charlie Harper, Phil Hollenbaugh, and Jerry 
Marla�  who addressed ques� ons members asked 
about fer� lizing, weed control, and deer control. 

What a pleasant surprise 
when I was honored for my 
30 years of service to the 
society (23 as president)
at our November 9 year-
end potluck held in the 
Conference Center at Toledo 
Botanical Garden. Charlie 
Harper, the society’s Vice-
President, presented me 
with a wind chime and a 
plaque commemora� ng my 
service.  Everyone enjoyed 
a slice from a beau� fully 
decorated cake following 
our year-end luncheon! Charlie even brought pens 
so everyone could sign the plaque. What a wonderful 
way to end an era!  

How quickly the days, months, years have passed 
since our society was organized!! The Black Swamp 
Hosta and Daylily Society was organized in April 1995 
through the inspira� on of the Greater Cincinna�  
Daylily-Hosta Society. Ann and Don Bi�ler had a� ended 
garden tours and daylily shows of the GCDHS with his 
parents, and wanted to have a society closer to their 
home in the Toledo, Ohio, area. Frank and I live in 
Perrysburg so together we were able to get the ball 
rolling by enlis� ng the help of Janice �ower, E�ecu� ve 

Director of the Toledo Botanical Garden, who let us 
use the Stable Room for our � rst public mee� ng. I 
sent out news ar� cles, posted � yers at local nurseries, 
laundromats, the libraries, grocery stores—anywhere 
someone would let us post a � yer. That � rst mee� ng 
resulted in just one daylily lover and a husband and 
wife who were interested only in hostas.  Not to be 
discouraged, we scheduled a second mee� ng the 
following month, and nineteen households of hosta 
and daylily enthusiasts showed up. Our society was off  
and running. Seven of the original households are s� ll 
ac� ve in our society. One thing that has changed over 
the years—like most gardening clubs—is the average 
age of our members, which has go� en older. 

We s� ll have a very ac� ve membership with about 
forty a� ending our regular mee� ngs featuring guest 
speakers three or four � mes a year, a spring luncheon, 
and potluck in November. We currently have ninety 
households on the roster. Our core group a� ends 
and volunteers to help with events during the year: 
the hosta work day, plant sale, daylily work day, 
daylily auc� on, roundtable discussion, just to name 
a few. We always have some fabulous appe� zers, 
salads, casseroles, and dessert table at our year-end 
luncheon!   

Re� ec� ng on the past thirty years brings back many 
wonderful memories of society ac� vi� es and events. 

Region 2 Club Reports

Annual perennial plant sale, 2017

Photo by Gwenn Floyd



Some of my favorite events include our annual 
perennial plant sale held at a grocery store parking lot 
with members providing po� ed hosta plants, bare root 
daylilies, irises, grasses, herbs, ferns—you never know 
what you might fi nd!  We will hold our 28th annual 
perennial plant sale on May 17th, 2025. We have a 
regular group of gardeners from Michigan, Indiana and 
southern Ohio who travel to the sale just about every 
year, or our “tribe of fellow gardeners” as the store 
employees refer to them. The sale opens at 8 AM, but 
buyers start showing 
up around 7 AM in 
hopes of being the 
fi rst in line. We usually 
have about twenty 
gardens par� cipate in 
the sale each spring. 

Other favorite events are our members’ work days in 
the �a� onal Hosta Display Garden in the spring, and 
our morning work day in August in the �a� onal Daylily 
Display Garden at Toledo Botanical Garden, which 
have always been fun ways to get to know our member 
on a one�on�one basis. Our annual daylily auc� on of 
plants being returned from our Daylily Host Program 
and addi� onal dona� ons from our members has been 
a great way for our members to purchase some of 
the newer introduc� ons.  We hold a non�accredited 
hosta show or daylily expo on alterna� ng summers 
to introduce the public to our world of hostas and 
daylilies, in addi� on to invi� ng them to a� end our 
regular mee� ngs during the year.

Our society has been instrumental in establishing 
and maintaining the only three �a� onal Hosta 
Display Gardens in Ohio, as well as helping to 
maintain the �a� onal Daylily Display Garden 
at Toledo Botanical Garden during the summer 
months. The �a� onal Hosta Display Gardens are 
located at Toledo Botanical Garden Metropark, 
Hosta Glen at Simpson Garden Park in Bowling 
Green, and the 577 Hosta Garden in Perrysburg.  

In our 
e a r l i e r 
y e a r s 
we took 
m a n y 
bus trips, 
w h i c h 
a l w a y s  
fi lled up 
with Black 
S w a m p 
members. 
We visited 
nurseries Daylily Expo held in the Conference Center at 

Toledo Botanical Garden, 2016

Club events as listed in Spring 1997 Great Lakes Daylily

Excerpt from Spring/Summer 2004  
Great Lakes Daylily



and  garden centers, public gardens, the Cincinna�  
Flower Show, Fredrick Mei- jer Gardens in Grand 
Rapids, Cleveland Botanical Garden, and Hidden 
Lake in Tipton, just to name a few of our favorites. 
Our bus trips also took us to daylily hybridizers like 
Dan Bachman, Roy Woodhall, Steve Moldovan, Jamie 
Gossard, Tom Polston, Curt Hanson, Ginny Pearce, 
Sandy and Mike Holmes are a few places we traveled 
to in the summer. These daylily hybridizers were also 
some of the greatest speakers we were honored to 
host for our annual spring luncheon. 

Our fi rst bus trip in 1996 was to the infamous 
Wade and Ga� on �ursery in Bellville with lunch 
at DerDutchman, and a visit to Kingwood Center 
in Mansfi eld before heading home. We have also 
enjoyed several visits to gardens of hosta hybridizers 
like Jim Wilkins, Doug Beilstein (Blueberry Patch), Gil 
Jones, and Clarence Owens, with so many wonderful 
experiences!!! Dinner speakers included Steve 
Moldovan, Roy Woodhall, hosta gurus Bob Solberg, 

Mark Zillis, Clarence Falstad, Jim Wilkins, and Don 
Rawson among other. So many great memories!!  

We were able to resume our busy schedule following 
the CO�ID shut down of public mee� ngs in 2021, 
with members eager to get back together. We hit the 
ground running, with general membership mee� ngs, 
work days at Toledo Botanical Garden, perennial plant 
sale, either a hosta show or daylily expo open to the 
public, our yearly spring luncheon, the resuming of 
members’ garden tours, the fall wrap-up luncheon, 
and we are s� ll going strong!!  �ew leadership was 
elected this fall, and I feel confi dent the Black Swamp 
Hosta and Daylily Society is in good hands!! Thank you 
for the privilege of working side by side with some 
of the most amazing people that I will be grateful to 
forever!! See you out in the garden this spring!!

If you are in the Toledo area whenever any of our 
events are scheduled, we would love to have you join 
us!!  All of our mee� ngs are held in the Terrace Room 
of the Conference Center at Toledo Botanical Garden 
Metropark unless a diff erent venue is given.

Be sure to �friend� us on Facebook:  h� p:/www. 
facebook.com/blackswamphostaanddaylilysociety/  
Eileen Hoff man does a great job keeping the 
informa� on current on this site for our society.

Membership is $10 per garden per year expiring 
December 31st.  If you have �ues� ons or are interested 
in joining the Black Swamp Hosta and Daylily Society, 
feel free to contact Phil Parsons, Membership, Tele:  
419-256-7246, Email: <mpparsons@centurylink.net> 
or Judy Hersch, President  Tele:  419-367-6080, Email  
<jimandjudy@icloud.com>.

Bus trip to Dow Garden, Midland, Michigan, 2014

Answers to No Tag Needed “quiz”
from page 46
A = ‘Webster’s Pink Wonder’ (Saundra Dunn photo)
B =  ‘Heavenly United We Stand’ (Charlie Harper photo)
C = ‘Breathing in Snowfl akes’ (Leslie Pla�  photo)
D = ‘Condilla’ (Charlie Harper photo)
E = ‘Fried Green Tomatoes’ (Charlie Harper photo)
F = ‘Heavenly �ew Fron� ers’ (Charlie Harper photo)
G = ‘Lavender Blue Baby’ (Charlie Harper photo)
H = ‘Cobraskin �eck� e’ (Charlie Harper photo)

Do you have a daylily in 
your garden that is so eas-
ily recognizeable no tag is 
needed? Like this one: 

Please send a photo for a 
future challenge to 
greatlakesdaylily@gmail.
com.

(‘Skinwalker’)



Metropolitan Columbus Daylily Society
by Laurie Jacques

guests enjoyed a family-style meal of roast beef and 
chicken followed by a choice of freshly baked pies. 

Members approved the offi  cer slate for 2025 by vote: 
Fred Blyth, President; Charles Lucius, Vice President; 
Pa� y Spahr Hi� , Treasurer; and Laurie Jac�ues, Secre-
tary.  We gratefully acknowledge the eff orts of Debby 
Colvin, who has served as secretary for many years. The 
elec� on was followed by a gi�  exchange and a slide pre-
senta� on by Charles Lucius that highlighted the beauty 
of the modern daylily. The slide show featured gorgeous 
blooms by club favorite hybridizers including Judy Davis-
son, Heidi and Charles Douglas, Karol Emmerich, Jamie 
Gossard, Dianna Gossard, Curt Hanson, Tim Herrington, 
Sandy and Mike Holmes, Guy Pierce, Pat Stamile, Steve 
Williams, and others. 

The club’s offi  cers and board have planned a full sched-
ule for 2025. We will host guest speakers at our Feb-
ruary and September mee� ngs. The May and August 
mee� ngs will feature plant auc� ons and guest plant 
distribu� ons. We will return to Der Dutchman for our 
holiday luncheon in November.

Our accredited, judged daylily show is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 28, at the Upper Arlington Public Library. 
This space off ers us plenty of room with great ligh� ng 
from fl oor to ceiling windows and provides the oppor-
tunity to showcase our daylilies to the public. Please see 
page �� of this newsle� er for more about our show’s 
history. 

We also plan to have a public plant sale on Saturday, 
July 26th. We hope our 2025 sale is as successful as our 
202� sale in a� rac� ng poten� al new members to our 
club.  

The Metropolitan Columbus Daylily Club held a work 
session in September to maintain the daylily display 
beds at the Franklin Park Conservatory. Members cut 
back foliage and weeded in prepara� on for mulching 
by conservatory staff . 

We held our last regular mee� ng of the year on Sat-
urday, September 21, at the Franklin Park Conservato-
ry.  The mee� ng featured a slide presenta� on by club 
member and daylily hybridizer Kirsten Ha� ield, whose 
garden is located near Zanesville. Kirsten’s stunning 
doubles were a highlight for our many double daylily 
enthusiasts.

MCDS concluded its 202� ac� vi� es with a holiday lun-
cheon at Der Dutchman restaurant in Plain City on Sat-
urday, November 16. Approximately 50 members and 

Top: Daylily bed a� er September cleanup  
Lower: MCDS Members at September work session at the 

Franklin Park Conservatory Photos by Debby Colvin

Kirsten Ha� ield 202� �ntroduc� ons, L to �:   ‘Hands of the Masters’, ‘One Happy Heifer’, ‘Cheers to Margaritaville’, 
and ‘Who Spiked The Punch’   Photos by �i�sten ��� iel� 



Ohio Daylily Society
by Nancy Secrist

lilies and Karol Emmerich of Springwood Gardens. Our 
year closed out with a great program by Lisa and Jerry 
Marla� , about their family-owned Ogden Sta� on Day-
lilies nursery and hybridizing program. In the founding 
documents of our club, it is stated that our purpose is 
“Promo� ng, encouraging and fostering the development 
and improvement of the Genus Hemerocallis and the 
public interest therein.� All our ac� vi� es have been di-
rected to that purpose admirably!

A large part of the success of our fundraising is based 
on the generosity and support of our members through 
dona� ons from their gardens. Charlie Harper, past pres-
ident of Region 2, off ered to share with us his system 
of using wheelbarrows 
for the purpose of dig-
ging and separa� ng 
clumps. No� ce on the 
photo that the cul� var 
ID marker is promi-
nently moving with the 
clump, providing 
an unbroken chain 
of iden� fi ca� on 
through the pro-
cess. Here is some 
� mely advice be-
fore spring in his 
own words, “How many years can one wait before split-
� ng a large clump�  I found out that I waited too long 
when I went to work on a six year-old clump.  The center 
was so dense that I had no choice but to cut it apart.  
What I found was intertwined roots so dense that they 
made an almost solid mass.  I believe that each fan was 
strangling its neighbor, limi� ng the size of each plant.  
Adding fer� lizer only worsens the problem!  Die out in 
the center of clumps may be caused by fans killing each 
other.  One clump yielded seven splits, each with 6 or 
more fans.  That’s over 40 fans!  Should have been split 
a� er three to four years.� Early spring is a great � me to 
walk the garden looking for those older clumps; you can 
line out extra fans for dona� ons later in the summer.

Next year, we plan to kick off  the fi rst mee� ng on May 
1�th with guest plant distribu� ons from Curt Hanson of 
Crintonic Gardens and Jerry Marla�  of Ogden Sta� on 
Daylilies. Christy Reidel and Sara Mar� n volunteered to 
chair the daylily show on July 13th, 2025.

Looking at 2024 in review, Ohio Daylily Society had a 
banner year! We began our year by gree� ng each oth-
er a� er a long winter. The fi rst guest plant distribu� on 
of the year was fulfi lled generously from Steve Wil-
liams, O’�annon Springs Daylilies. These cul� vars are 
purchased by ODS under the administra� on of Mike 
Anders. Plants are distributed to members in good 
standing at no charge for the purpose of growing them 
for three years and then the increase is returned to be 
auc� oned as a club fundraiser. The member growing 
the cul� var retains a single or double fan. The Region 
2 Summer Mee� ng prepara� ons dominated our � me 
for the fi rst half of 2024 so we did not hold our usual 
July show.  

�or the fi rst � me in 14 
years, ODS prepared to 
host the Summer Meet-
ing and this led into July, 
a whirlwind month fea-
turing fi ve outstanding 
garden visits during the 
July 19-21 event. Thanks 

to all who supported the regional event, ODS is able 
to make dona� ons to na� onal and regional ADS pro�-
ects. ODS needs to update its digital image and create 
a website. We plan to con� nue and expand our par-
� cipa� on in various community outreach pro�ects and 
to donate to our local non-profi t and most generous 
host, Kingwood Gardens. 

The Englerth Seedling Contest bed was created new 
on the grounds of our host site Kingwood Gardens 
for the Summer Mee� ng. �sing the Region 2 grant 
program and with the con� nued support of King-
wood, the bed will con� nue to feature daylilies. We 
will use it to showcase 
the introduc� ons of our 
own members and to 
promote daylilies to the 
visitors of the Kingwood 
Gardens. 

The second distribu� on 
of guest plants was com-
pleted from Kristen Hat-
fi eld of Dorsets n Day- ‘Just Look at Me Now’

�Marla� -J., 2024�



 Southern Michigan Daylily Society
�r� cle �y Marie� a �ra�tree

A� er a summer � lled with beau� ful garden visits and 
a daylily show, the arrival of signals the � me for SMDS 
to resume monthly program mee� ngs.

Sandy Holmes of Riverbend Daylily Garden in Bell-
brook, Ohio, presented her hybridizing program and 
an auc� on for the September mee� ng.  Sandy is the 
recipient of a Stout Silver Medal for her introduc� on 
“I Lava You.”  Her current hybridizing focus is on large 
tetraploid unusual forms with interes� ng eyes and 
edges.  Her largest bloom is 14 inches.  

Her presenta� on in-
cluded a beau� ful, 
very informa� ve Pow-
erPoint which includ-
ed basic informa� on 
about daylily anatomy, 
hybridizing, and grow-
ing daylilies in addi� on 
to presen� ng photos 
of her more current hy-
bridized daylilies.  The 
PowerPoint also showed 
photos of the two par-
ent daylilies used to pro-

duce the resul� ng hybridized daylily. This added a lot 
of interest and discussion to the mee� ng.  

There were a lot of �ues� ons about hybridizing.  
Sandy was very gracious about sharing procedures 
that helped make her hybridizing so successful.  One 
hybridizing � p was to use the pod plant for the basic 
characteris� cs wanted in the plant, such as branch-
ing and height for example, and then use the pollen 
plant for a pre� y face.  Her presenta� on was ex-
tremely helpful for newer SMDS members.

The daylily auc� on was great.  The auc� oned day-
lilies included three or more fans in a clump.  There 
was a big range of daylily varie� es and prices with 
lots of bargains.  There was “something for every-
one” resul� ng in lots of fun, excitement and smiling 
faces.  Sandy was a very gracious and generous auc-
� oneer.  Thank you, Sandy, for a very special meet-
ing.  Visit her website: www.daylily.ws. 

The October mee� ng was a �oom mee� ng hosted by 
SMDS member, Saundra Dunn.  Saundra produced 
a beau� ful, informa� ve PowerPoint program about 
“WOW Daylilies in the Garden”.  These are daylilies 
that standout with beau� ful eye-catching presenta-
� on and bring great comments from your visitors. 
The PowerPoint was produced mostly from daylily 
photos from SMDS members and Saundra’s Along 
the Fence Daylily Garden.  Saundra grows over 2,000 

Marie� a �rabtree 
and Sandy Holmes

Photo by Saundra Dunn

Stout winner ‘I Lava You’ 
(Holmes-S, 2009)

Photo by Claude Carpenter

‘Luke Finley Adams’ (Adams-R,  2013), 
one of many Wow factor daylilies in 

Saundra’s presenta� on



diff erent daylily varie� es.  �ver 25 people joined the 
�oom mee� ng, including some members of other 
�egion 2 daylily socie� es.  Par� cipants described the 
reasons for why they chose their Wow daylily pho-
to.  The Wow daylily photos were arranged into day-
lily categories such as doubles, spiders and unusual 
forms, and eyes and edges for example which added 
a lot of interest.

It was fun to par� cipate and a great way to learn 
about some excep� onal daylilies for the garden…all 
from the comfort of home.  A great big thank you to 
Saundra for the excellent PowerPoint and to every-
one that contributed the photos.  Saundra’s email: 
alongthefencedaylilies@gmail.com.

The �ovember program was �Cra� ing the Perfect 
Cup of Herbal Tea� presented by na� onal herbal 
authority, Bevin Cohen.  Bevin brought herbs and 
equipment for brewing tea. The program included 
the following ac� vi� es which were informa� ve and 
a lot of fun:
*  Sample and enjoy diff erent brewed herbal teas
*  Learn the uses of diff erent herbs for teas such as 
relaxa� on, stress reduc� on and energy
*  Learn how to combine diff erent herbs for diff erent 
purpose teas
* Make a free custom herbal tea package to take 
home and enjoy 

Bevin explained the basic components of an herbal 
tea blend which are: #1 Base Herb, majority of blend 
such as green tea; #2 Benefi cial Partner Herb; #3 
Flavor Enhancement Herb. He also listed benefi cial 
herbs for relaxa� on, upli� ing�energe� c, boost im-

munity and diges� ve health.  For example, upli� ing�
energe� c herbs include peppermint, rosemary, sage, 
and green tea.  I drink a cup of my free packet cus-
tom herbal tea in the evening while reading a daylily 
journal…so enjoyable and relaxing. Visit: www.Bev-
inCohen.com or www.SmallHouseFarm.com.  

A delicious end of year potluck followed the program 
for a fun ending to 2024.  Visit the SMDS website for 
the 2025 SMDS Calendar of Events: www.midaylily-
society.com. Marie� a.crabtree@gmail.com.   

‘Ken Dyker’ (Kulpa, 2017), one of the many photos con-
tributed to the �ctober presenta� on

Above, top to bo� om: Bevin Cohen talking with the 
full-house crowd of 40 SMDS members and guests. 
The 20 herb op� ons for making the take-home tea 
package. Marie� a’s personal blend tea and a good 

newsle� er. 



Grand Valley Daylily Society
ar� cle �y �laire S�eridan �it� ��oto� �y �e��y �i�e

The Grand Valley Daylily Society has had an interes� ng 
and busy calendar these past few months.  In July we 
visited the garden of Maryann Inman.  We toured her 
beau� ful plan� ngs of hostas and daylilies, and then en-
joyed delicious treats with our mee� ng.  

Also in July, the club held a daylily show at the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens.  Over 500 people toured the exhibits 
and voted for their favorites. The fi rst place winner for 
on-scape daylilies was ‘Larry’s Twilight Bite’ by Gossard. 
The fi rst place winner for off -scape daylilies was ‘Speed 
Bump’ by Ginny Pearce.  Ginny also won the Englerth 
Award for Hybridizing Excellent his year.  Ginger Smith 
won Best of Show in the Design Division.

In August, Steve Reiger graciously invited us to his gar-
den for our annual club picnic.  Steve has been hybrid-
izing for a number of years and it was a delight for the 

Scenes from the Daylily 
Exhibit at Meijer Gar-
dens, including the over-
all layout, Ginger Smith’s 
winning design, exam-

club to see his plan� ngs.  He and Jerri Schultz treated 
the club to a delicious lunch.  

The fall auc� on in September, featuring primarily 
member-donated plants and garden items, was fun 
and successful.

In October, the club reviewed the policies and proce-
dures for purchasing and growing club plants, which 
are grown for two years by members and returned 
for auc� on.  It was a frui� ul discussion with members 
eventually deciding to increase the amount allowed 
for spending on club plants and upda� ng some of the 
procedures.  

The annual holiday get-together was held in Novem-
ber.  A delicious potluck was provided by members 
and the club.  A� endees enjoyed the company of day-
lily friends.  

Le�  to right: Steve Reiger intro ‘El Patrone’ ��0��� 
and one of his seedlings. 

Clockwise: A swallowtail 
bu� er� y �just because��, 

GVDS members at a 
summer social, and 

GVDS members at the 
holiday party

ples of educa� onal signage throughout, and Rich Sur-
mont’s daylily and dri� wood display.  



Wisconsin Daylily Society
a�� cle �y Ste�en �in� �it� ��otos �y �enni �lec�ne�

A� er Bobby’s presenta� on, we had a 50�50 auc� on of 
Sco�  plants, commandeered by our long� me auc� on-
eer, Conrad Wrzesinski. People came away with some 
pre� y good buys. This was followed by an auc� on of 
Sharon Lonergan’s 15 table centerpieces, with Bobby 
as our auc� oneer. Sharon is one of so many people 
who are such valuable assets to our club. Sharon is 
very ar� s� c and crea� ve. She made all of the beau� -
ful table centerpieces. In addi� on, she procures door 

A Happy and Healthy 2025 to you ALL from The Wis-
consin Daylily Society (WDS).   

We are very thankful to have e�perienced a boun� ful 
2024, which culminated with the largest daylily sale in 
the con� guous �nited States. The sale is always held 
the third weekend in August and this year we off ered 
over  �00 diff erent cul� vars. �nfortunately, we did 
have a few hundred unsold daylily divisions this year, 
so we partnered with the Chicagoland Daylily Society 
to sell at their sale the following weekend, which was 
a win-win for both clubs. A� er our sale each year, our 
club is dormant for a couple of months un� l our Annu-
al Mee� ng.

This year’s WDS Annual Mee� ng was held at Re�’s Inn-
keeper in Waunakee, Wisconsin, on November 2, 2024. 
The event was well a� ended. We shared great food, 
club camaraderie, and life stories with one another. 
A� er our lunch, there was a short business mee� ng 
followed by a presenta� on with our featured speaker, 
Bobby Sco� . Bobby and his wife Sharon are genuine, 
good, fair and fun-loving people. It was a pleasure to 
hear Bobby speak about his current program and his 
future plans. We look forward to hearing him speak 
again at the Region 2 Midwinter Symposium, February 
21-22, 2025, in Lafaye� e, Indiana.

Le�  to right� Bobby Sco�  Intros ‘Swirl City �anine From 
Kansas’ (2024) and ‘Swirl City Kirsten’s Blessing’ (2024)

Le�  to right� Sharon and Bobby Sco� . Sharon Lonergan.

Clockwise� A few scenes from our WDS Annual Mee� ng. 
One of Sharon’s lovely centerpieces. Monique Warnke and 
Bobby Sco� . �udy Ravet, Lloyd Ravet, and Ritchie Rheaume. 

A sample of door prizes given at mee� ngs.

prizes throughout the year that our members enjoy 
receiving at every mee� ng. She is also instrumental 
with many aspects of our annual sale. Special thanks 
to the WDS Board and membership for assis� ng when 
and where necessary and making it an enjoyable and 
memorable day.  

We look forward to a great 2025.  We have an awe-
some speaker lineup that consists of presenta� ons by 
Kirsten Ha� ield, David �ewell, Michelle Rogers, and 
Tim Hobbs. 



Central Michigan Daylily Society:
The Year In Review

�r� cle an� �hoto� �y Tere�a Dillon

Our club members visited the 2024 Midland Dow 
Gardens Bu� er� y �xhibi� on in March of this year. This 
interac� ve exhibit features thousands of brilliantly 
colored bu� er� ies from around the world, living within 
the tropical environment of The Dow Gardens Bu� er� y 
Conservatory. The warmth inside the conservatory is a 
huge contrast to the cold Michigan weather during the 
month of March.

In May we had our fi rst garden tour, summer social, 
and a plant exchange. Phil and Ginger Lisik were our 
hosts in their beau� ful gardens located in Hemlock, 
Michigan. We were fortunate to have a gorgeous, 
warm spring day for our kick-off  to summer.

Daylily hybridizer John Kulpa made a special 
presenta� on to CMDS treasurer Linda Guiliani. He 
named a daylily in honor of Linda and her husband 
Bob Guiliani. Bob is our recently deceased CMDS vice-
president. John gi� ed the en� re clump of the daylily 
to Linda. What a happy surprise! Bob is greatly missed. 
He was a huge part of our club and a friend to many. 
He kept us laughing.

In July CMDS joined Southern Michigan Daylily Society 
for a tour of Nancy Cooper’s Garden, in Gregory, 
Michigan. What a wonderful garden and beau� ful 
se�  ng on Joslin Lake. Daylilies grow like weeds with 
such perfect soil and moisture.

Then we went onto Saundra Dunn’s garden, Along the 
Fence Daylilies in Dansville, to view the thousands of 
daylilies in bloom there. Many of us were mel� ng 
in the hot July sun but the daylilies were loving the 
day. Saundra and her young work crew are always so 
welcoming and fun to visit. 

In August we met at Nash Nursery. We had plans for 
a picnic beside the pond, but Mother Nature made 
changes for us with heavy rainfall. An alterna� ve plan 
was a delicious lunch inside a beau� ful old barn that 
had been converted to a classroom and sales area. We 
learned about products grown and produced there at 
the nursery. Nash is a huge supplier of papaws and 
chestnuts.

Above: The view from Nancy Cooper’s back deck.  
Below: The sales fi eld at Along The Fence Daylilies.

Le� : �Bob and Linda Guiliani’ �Kulpa, 2024�.
�ight: John Kulpa presen� ng the plant to Linda. 



Exterior and interior views of the barn at Nash Nursery.

We had an educa� onal mee� ng for members in 
the month of September. Judy Barton and Sco�  
MacGuidwin are CMDS members who are a� orneys 
and notaries and specialize in elder law. Michigan 
made some changes this year in laws pertaining to  
seniors. Sco�  and Judy explained the laws and a wide 
range of issues now a� ec� ng seniors.

Glen Pace, owner of Pace Gardens in Clio, Michigan, was 
our October speaker. Glen grows thousands of plants 
on a small lot in a subdivision. Many are imported from 
Japan and China and said to not be hardy in Michigan, 
but he grows them well. His topic was Cypripediums 
(hardy orchids) and their companion plants. Glen gave 

a very colorful PowerPoint presenta� on and provided 
handouts to a� endees with a list of all the plants he 
showed us. Glen also provided a list of suppliers of 
Cypripediums and brought plants to sell.

Bill Nash of Nash Nursery in Owosso, Michigan was our 
November speaker. Mr. Nash had recently a� ended 
the  �th �nterna� onal Chestnut Growers Conven� on, 
which was held in Lugo, Spain, and he shared a 
fantas� c presenta� on of what he experienced there. 
Chestnuts are a na� ve tree in Europe and a huge 
industry for that country. Chestnuts are used in the 
making of many products such as fl our, beer, creams, 
and marmalades. They are roasted and sold as street 
food. The wood of the tree is o� en used in the place 
of oak.

We had our annual Christmas Party in December 
(photo below) and look forward to a new year and 
more daylilies. 

Two Michigan-hardy orchids shared by Glen Pace. The 
pink is a Frosch hybrid named ‘Maria.’ The yellow is  

Michigan na� ve parvifl orum var. pubescens, commonly 
known as yellow lady’s slipper.



Hoosier Daylily Society
by Nancy Watson

Bobby Sco�  of Young Guns Day-
lilies.  We look forward to see-
ing Bobby’s doubles.

Our April mee� ng will feature a 
talk by David Winter of An Ol-
msted Daylily Garden. David fo-
cuses on diploid daylilies.

Our May mee� ng will be on the 
grounds of the Carmel City Hall. 
We will be distribu� ng our club 
plants and auc� on plants at 
that � me.

Our summer picnic loca� on 
and date will be announced at 
a later � me. 

Hoosier Daylily Society 
kicked off  its ’24-’25 
season with a carry-in 
dinner at Woodland 
Springs Clubhouse. 
Nikki Schmith (right), 
our guest speaker from 
A Girl and Her Garden, 
presented a slideshow 
featuring some of her 
favorite small-fl ow-
ered and miniature 
daylilies. Some of her 
favorites are ‘You Are 
My Sunshine’ by Don 
Herr, ‘Ever So Tweet’ by Dale Hensley, ‘Coff ee to Go’ by 
Hilton Anderson, and ‘Halloween Green’ by Tim Her-
rington. She also shared a list of prominent hybridizers 
of small-fl owered and miniature daylilies for those of 
us interested in increasing our collec� ons. At the con-
clusion of the mee� ng, some of Nikki’s favorite daylil-
ies were auc� oned. 

Curt Hanson (le� ) of 
Crintonic Gardens was 
our speaker for our 
November mee� ng. 
A surprisingly large 
group assembled at 
our new mee� ng place, 
the Hussey-Mayfi eld 
Memorial Public Li-
brary in Whitestown, 
Indiana, on a snowy, 
cold, windy night. 
Curt’s slideshow was 
a celebra� on of color 
from nature found in 

his travels and from his daylilies. An array of beau� -
ful daylilies was shown which included ‘’Crintonic Jazz 
Hands’, ‘ Comodoro Rivadavia’, and ‘Existen� al Avatar’. 
An online auc� on of some of Curt’s plants was held 
a� er the mee� ng.

A� er a holiday break, mee� ngs will begin again on 
March at our new loca� on. Our guest speaker will be 

Curt’s Plants, clockwise� ‘Existen� al Avatar’ (201�), 
‘Crintonic Jazz Hands’ (2021), ‘Comodoro Rivadavia’ (2021), 

and an exclusive image of the soon-to-be-released 
‘John Rice’ (2025)  (Photos by Curt Hanson)

 ‘Swirl City 
Prime� me Predator’ 

(Sco� -R.H., 2024) 
 Photo by �. ��o� 

 ‘Eileen and Bob’ 
(Winter, 2021) 

 Photo by D. Winter



AHS Region 2 Local Organizations in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin 

D

2025 ADS NATIONAL CONVENTION
Where: �ea� le, Washington

When: July 9 - 12, 2025
h� �s:��a�s2025na� onal.org

2025 REGION 2 SUMMER MEETING

2025 REGION 2 WINTER MEETING
Where: �a�aye� e, �n�iana

When: February 21 -22, 2025
�ee �ages 1� o� this ne�sle� er 

or the Region 2 Website �or more in�orma� on.

Where: �a�aye� e, �n�iana
When: July 18 - 20, 2025

�ee �ages 29 o� this ne�sle� er 
���i� onal in�orma� on �ill be a��e� to 

Region 2 Website as it becomes available.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Lori Doolin, President
Winchester, IL
Imdoolin90@gmail.com

CHICAGOLAND DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Gene Sladek, Co-President
630-910-7553
czechbeer@comcast.net
June Vandervest, Co-President
630-852-2940
junevandervest@comcast.net
Amanda Christensen, Contact
spychrist@frontier.com
www.chicagolanddaylilysociety.
org

DAYLILY SOCIAL CLUB
Nikki Schmith
Worden IL  
248-739-9006
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/daylilysocial/

HEART OF ILLINOIS DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Jacob Braun, President
Peoria IL 
309-863-5534
br4un3r@gmail.com
www.hoids.org

NORTH SHORE IRIS & DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Priscilla Segel, President
Mt Prospect IL
segel1825@comcast.net

SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS 
HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
John Seely, Vice-President 
swihspresident@gmail.com
www.swildaylily.org

CENTRAL MICHIGAN DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Jerry Brown, Co-President
South Lyon, MI 
brown_841@hotmail.com
Teresa Dillon, Contact
dillon1t@lentel.com
www.daylilies.me

GRAND VALLEY DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Peggy Pike, President
Grand Rapids MI 
616-318-7603
peggylpike@yahoo.com
www.grandvalleydaylily.org

KALAMAZOO AREA DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Robin Hamilton, President
Nashville MI
spedk123@yahoo.com
www.kalamazoodaylilies.com

MICHIANA AREA DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Audra Burns, President
Dowagiac MI 
269-782-0188
whitetailcreek@gmail.com
 
SOUTHERN MICHIGAN DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Ken Polzin, President
polzin788@aol.com
Marietta Crabtree, Contact
marietta.crabtree@gmail.com
www.midaylilysociety.com

BLACK SWAMP HOSTA & 
DAYLILY SOCIETY
Judy Hersch, President
Toledo,  OH 
419-367-6080
jimandjudy@icloud.com
Lisa Marlatt, contact
517-443-5530
lisamarlatt@yahoo.com

GREATER CINCINNATI DAYLILY 
& HOSTA SOCIETY 
Gail Braunstein, President
Morrow, OH  
513-899-2497
gailbraunstein@hotmail.com
www.gcdhs.org

METROPOLITAN COLUMBUS 
DAYLILY SOCIETY
Charles Lucius, Vice-President
Plain City, OH 
ceandcflucius@sbcglobal.net
Laurie Jacques, Secretary
ljacques121@gmail.com.
columbusdaylilies.org

NORTHEAST OHIO DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Jan Teague, Co-President
Barb Huntoon, Co-President
Julie Gridley, Contact
Middlefield OH
440-332-7017
jgridley@windstream.net

OHIO DAYLILY SOCIETY
Robert Buxton, President
Warsaw OH 
740-202-0888
gobux48@gmail.com

BAY AREA DAYLILY BUDS
Terry Vertz, President
DePere WI  
920-336-7678
Jill Reuss, Contact
concordia675@gmail.com
www.badbuds.org

DAYLILY SOCIETY OF SOUTHEAST 
WISCONSIN
Mark Pawlak, President
Oak Creek WI 
414-764-4651
m-pawlak@sbcglobal.net
Pat Adrian, Contact
patadrian@sbcglobal.net
www.dssew.org

THE WISCONSIN DAYLILY SOCIETY
Steven King, President
Madison, WI  
Ph/text: 608-277-9789
acupleasur@aol.com
www.wisdaylilysoc.org

WAYNE DAYLILY SOCIETY
Lana Wolfe, President
lanaopal@aol.com

HOOSIER DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Chris Wilhoite, President
Indianapolis IN 
chriswil@sbcglobal.net
Nancy Watson, Contact
maenwes@aol.com

INDIANA DAYLILY-IRIS SOCIETY
Rod Maust, President
Indianapolis IN 
yodermaust@sbcglobal.net
Greg Beavers, Contact
bluebirdbox@gmail.com
www.indianadaylilyirissociety.org

LIMESTONE DAYLILY AND 
HOSTA SOCIETY
Roger McCay, President
Bloomington IN 
812-322-4554
rmccay@aol.com

SOUTHERN INDIANA DAYLILY, 
HOSTA, DAFFODIL & IRIS 
SOCIETY
Cheryl Lamm, President
lueyedoc1991@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/groups/
SIDHDIS
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Mike Holmes variegated seedling
Mi�e is one o� seven ama�ing spea�ers at our Region 2 �inter Mee� ng �see page 15�.

 Photo by Mike Holmes


