






�ermina� on was about the same as what was a� ained 
in the basement – 67%. The seedlings were much bigger 
than anything I had ever done inside. There were too 
many seedlings, but life found a way. 

Adding a second bed and adding a row to each bed yield-
ed an extra 100+ seedlings per bed, to over 300. With a 
bit of added space here and there, I started in late May 
and planted 785 of the biggest and best seedlings out 
of the 994—the most I have ever done and will ever do. 
Included in this group were some long crosses (nine of 
53 crosses yielded between 36 and 66 plants each) that 
will be very interes� ng to evaluate. 

The seedlings prospered 
over the very dry summer. 
They were watered regular-
ly during the drought. Now 
I anxiously await the coming 
year to see how many might 
bloom compared to star� ng 
seedlings indoors. 

So what was learned while 
making this change?
1)  Make fewer crosses.
2)  Don’t make so many seeds. 
Or just maybe… Don’t plant 
so many seeds. �ermina� on 
is just as good in the ground.
3) Plant the seeds in an un-
used bed, not the bed where 
the seedlings will also be 
planted.
4) Keep to my single bed per 
year size of about 200 plants.

Finally, it is apparent that we can use whatever 
seed-star� ng method fi ts our needs and works best for 
our individual situa� ons. Don’t be afraid to change up 
the methods as needed and try new approaches–there 
are more ways to start seeds than we can imagine. Re-
member too that seeds are primed to grow despite  
what we might do to them.

Addi� onally, note that all of the daylily seedlings cov-
ered above were tetraploids.  However, two long cross-
es of diploids were also started. The compara� ve results 
were very interes� ng�
• All seeds were planted at nearly the same � me in 

late fall.

• All were in good soil, watered, and mulched.
• The diploids emerged earlier.
• The tetraploids were soon bigger, taller, and had 

larger root systems.
• The tets grew bigger, faster in the ground and 

looked be� er in the fall.

Consider that this was a very small sample so perhaps 
not representa� ve of the whole, but these are Inter-
es� ng results nonetheless.  Evalua� on to con� nue. 

Sandy Holmes
Riverbend Daylilies, Xenia, Ohio

Star� n� Seeds �ndoors� 
For the Reasonable to The Obsessive Hybridizer

For people with limited garden space or too many 
seeds, star� ng seeds indoors is a great op� on.   Since 
my mentor was Steve Moldovan, I am in the Obsessive 
category, but be assured that this will work for 10 seeds 
as well as 10,000.  I start seeds in our “seed room” in 
the back of the barn.  We have a small greenhouse fur-
nace and overhead grow lights on a � mer.  I normally 
start the seeds a� er the winter holidays because we 
need them to be more robust for transplan� ng in the 
open fi eld in late May.  The fact that there isn’t much 
going on in January helps.

The process begins in the fall 
when all the seeds are gath-
ered.  Everyone has their 
own method to keep seeds. 
(We use paper coin enve-
lopes stored in �iploc plas� c 
bags.)  A� er all the seeds are 
collected, the crosses are en-
tered into an Excel Spread-
sheet. As an obsessive, I sort 
the spreadsheet to show all 
the crosses from each pollen parent together. (I plant 
by the pollen parent so I can see the results of my cho-
sen pollen parents in the same area.) If you are in the 
Reasonable category, don’t bother with all the  sort-
ing. If you assign numbers on the plan� ng, keep some 
kind of record of the cross for each number.   To save 
� me and money for markers, try to plant like crosses 
together. 

The supplies needed are the seeds from your storage, 
the Excel spreadsheet or your own record sheet, a pen 

Diploid seedlings
October 15, 2024

Tetraploid seedlings
October 14, 2024



to record the cross numbers on the sheet, white plas� c 
four-inch garden markers, black paint pen, a sterile plant-
ing medium with added vermiculite for the dirt (we use 
ProMix in 40 pound bags), 124-hole plug trays, carrying 
trays for the plug trays, shelves, grow lights, water and 
if possible, fans to keep the air circula� ng.  We recently 
switched to LED grow lights because they are more en-
ergy effi  cient and put out less heat. For the reasonable 
person, starter packages with plugs and trays are avail-
able at big box stores like Walmart.  As an obsessive, we 
purchase by the case from BFG, a greenhouse supplier.

To decide what to plant together, I, an obsessive, use the 
spreadsheet to locate all of the crosses from one pollen 
parent. That pollen parent’s crosses are then sorted by 
pod parents. All seeds from the individual pod parent 
are assigned a number and planted together. This con-
� nues un� l all of the kids from a specifi c pollen parent 
are planted together. Then I repeat the process for the 
next pollen parent. If you are reasonable, none of this 
is necessary.  Just plant them any way you want, but be 
sure to give the cross some kind of iden� fi ca� on so that 
you know what you have.

Try to work in an environment where a bit of stray dirt 
isn’t a problem. I do everything in the seed room be-
cause the dirt can be messy if it is as dry as I like it. The 
fi rst step is to fi ll the plug tray with dirt leaving a li� le bit 
of space at the top of each plug. In your spreadsheet, 
assign a name or number to the cross and record it on 
the plas� c marker using the paint pen.  (DO NOT USE A 
PERMANENT MARKER.  THEY CAN FADE AND YOU WILL 
LOSE YOUR CROSS).  I place one seed in each plug. I do 
not plant the fi rst and last row at the ends of the tray 
because I cannot keep the soil as moist as the rest of 
the tray and the plants don’t do as well. When all the 
seeds are planted, push the seeds slightly into the soil 
and cover the plugs with a li� le more soil to be sure that 
the seeds are completely covered. Anyone who uses the 
more expensive starter trays from the big box store can 
plant in every plug.  

If you are obsessive and plant trays over several days, 
wait un� l everything is planted before you add water 

to the trays and turn on the lights. This will encourage 
the seeds to all sprout about the same � me.  Reason-
able people can just water them as they go. Keep the 
soil moist, but not water logged. Then, to sprout the 
seeds, all that is necessary is heat. The seeds usually 
sprout in a couple of weeks, but some will take longer. 
Every light system is diff erent. We leave the lights on 
for about 1� hours a day a� er the seeds start to sprout.  

Rota� ng each tray helps to give all the seedlings light. 
As an obsessive with thousands of seeds, I rotate the 
trays by turning them front to back and moving them 
to diff erent shelves. Without this, some foliage will get 
long and fall over on the other seedlings. Floor fans 
help to make the foliage stronger so use the air move-
ment if you can. If the seedlings’ foliage becomes too 
long you can always give them a haircut, but leave at 
least fi ve inches. If fungus gnats join the party, try fl y 
paper strips near the lights. A hint for the reasonable 
person who is not plan� ng thousands of seeds is to mi-
crowave your dirt for two or three minutes before you 
plant. I don’t recommend using the microwave in your 
kitchen.

When your weather has only light frost, put the seed-
lings in a sunny protected area to allow them to harden 
off .  Don’t worry if they get a surprise snow. The strong 
seedlings will live. The seedlings will recover quickly 
once the plugs are planted in their fi nal loca� on.  As 
the permanent foliage develops, most of the seedling 
foliage will die so don’t be concerned if you see dry 
outer foliage.  

Have fun and en-
joy your new cre-
a� ons.  Remem-
ber there is no 
one right way to 
start seeds.  The 
right way is what 
works for you.



Black Swamp Hosta and  Daylily Society:
Re� ec� ons o� a �ong��erm President

by Charlene Patz, with photos by Frank Patz

Trish Hausknecht, Enterprise Partnerships Manager 
with Metroparks Toledo, was the guest speaker at 
our September 21 general membership mee� ng that 
was well a� ended. Trish’s program � tled �Metroparks 
Update!” highlighted all of the great things that 
are happening at Metroparks Toledo including the 
new Glass City Metropark, the Riverwalk along the 
Maumee River, and some future projects in the works. 
In October we enjoyed a lively roundtable discussion 
led by Charlie Harper, Phil Hollenbaugh, and Jerry 
Marla�  who addressed ques� ons members asked 
about fer� lizing, weed control, and deer control. 

What a pleasant surprise 
when I was honored for my 
30 years of service to the 
society (23 as president)
at our November 9 year-
end potluck held in the 
Conference Center at Toledo 
Botanical Garden. Charlie 
Harper, the society’s Vice-
President, presented me 
with a wind chime and a 
plaque commemora� ng my 
service.  Everyone enjoyed 
a slice from a beau� fully 
decorated cake following 
our year-end luncheon! Charlie even brought pens 
so everyone could sign the plaque. What a wonderful 
way to end an era!  

How quickly the days, months, years have passed 
since our society was organized!! The Black Swamp 
Hosta and Daylily Society was organized in April 1995 
through the inspira� on of the Greater Cincinna�  
Daylily-Hosta Society. Ann and Don Bi�ler had a� ended 
garden tours and daylily shows of the GCDHS with his 
parents, and wanted to have a society closer to their 
home in the Toledo, Ohio, area. Frank and I live in 
Perrysburg so together we were able to get the ball 
rolling by enlis� ng the help of Janice �ower, E�ecu� ve 

Director of the Toledo Botanical Garden, who let us 
use the Stable Room for our � rst public mee� ng. I 
sent out news ar� cles, posted � yers at local nurseries, 
laundromats, the libraries, grocery stores—anywhere 
someone would let us post a � yer. That � rst mee� ng 
resulted in just one daylily lover and a husband and 
wife who were interested only in hostas.  Not to be 
discouraged, we scheduled a second mee� ng the 
following month, and nineteen households of hosta 
and daylily enthusiasts showed up. Our society was off  
and running. Seven of the original households are s� ll 
ac� ve in our society. One thing that has changed over 
the years—like most gardening clubs—is the average 
age of our members, which has go� en older. 

We s� ll have a very ac� ve membership with about 
forty a� ending our regular mee� ngs featuring guest 
speakers three or four � mes a year, a spring luncheon, 
and potluck in November. We currently have ninety 
households on the roster. Our core group a� ends 
and volunteers to help with events during the year: 
the hosta work day, plant sale, daylily work day, 
daylily auc� on, roundtable discussion, just to name 
a few. We always have some fabulous appe� zers, 
salads, casseroles, and dessert table at our year-end 
luncheon!   

Re� ec� ng on the past thirty years brings back many 
wonderful memories of society ac� vi� es and events. 

Region 2 Club Reports

Annual perennial plant sale, 2017

Photo by Gwenn Floyd



Some of my favorite events include our annual 
perennial plant sale held at a grocery store parking lot 
with members providing po� ed hosta plants, bare root 
daylilies, irises, grasses, herbs, ferns—you never know 
what you might fi nd!  We will hold our 28th annual 
perennial plant sale on May 17th, 2025. We have a 
regular group of gardeners from Michigan, Indiana and 
southern Ohio who travel to the sale just about every 
year, or our “tribe of fellow gardeners” as the store 
employees refer to them. The sale opens at 8 AM, but 
buyers start showing 
up around 7 AM in 
hopes of being the 
fi rst in line. We usually 
have about twenty 
gardens par� cipate in 
the sale each spring. 

Other favorite events are our members’ work days in 
the �a� onal Hosta Display Garden in the spring, and 
our morning work day in August in the �a� onal Daylily 
Display Garden at Toledo Botanical Garden, which 
have always been fun ways to get to know our member 
on a one�on�one basis. Our annual daylily auc� on of 
plants being returned from our Daylily Host Program 
and addi� onal dona� ons from our members has been 
a great way for our members to purchase some of 
the newer introduc� ons.  We hold a non�accredited 
hosta show or daylily expo on alterna� ng summers 
to introduce the public to our world of hostas and 
daylilies, in addi� on to invi� ng them to a� end our 
regular mee� ngs during the year.

Our society has been instrumental in establishing 
and maintaining the only three �a� onal Hosta 
Display Gardens in Ohio, as well as helping to 
maintain the �a� onal Daylily Display Garden 
at Toledo Botanical Garden during the summer 
months. The �a� onal Hosta Display Gardens are 
located at Toledo Botanical Garden Metropark, 
Hosta Glen at Simpson Garden Park in Bowling 
Green, and the 577 Hosta Garden in Perrysburg.  

In our 
e a r l i e r 
y e a r s 
we took 
m a n y 
bus trips, 
w h i c h 
a l w a y s  
fi lled up 
with Black 
S w a m p 
members. 
We visited 
nurseries Daylily Expo held in the Conference Center at 

Toledo Botanical Garden, 2016

Club events as listed in Spring 1997 Great Lakes Daylily

Excerpt from Spring/Summer 2004  
Great Lakes Daylily



and  garden centers, public gardens, the Cincinna�  
Flower Show, Fredrick Mei- jer Gardens in Grand 
Rapids, Cleveland Botanical Garden, and Hidden 
Lake in Tipton, just to name a few of our favorites. 
Our bus trips also took us to daylily hybridizers like 
Dan Bachman, Roy Woodhall, Steve Moldovan, Jamie 
Gossard, Tom Polston, Curt Hanson, Ginny Pearce, 
Sandy and Mike Holmes are a few places we traveled 
to in the summer. These daylily hybridizers were also 
some of the greatest speakers we were honored to 
host for our annual spring luncheon. 

Our fi rst bus trip in 1996 was to the infamous 
Wade and Ga� on �ursery in Bellville with lunch 
at DerDutchman, and a visit to Kingwood Center 
in Mansfi eld before heading home. We have also 
enjoyed several visits to gardens of hosta hybridizers 
like Jim Wilkins, Doug Beilstein (Blueberry Patch), Gil 
Jones, and Clarence Owens, with so many wonderful 
experiences!!! Dinner speakers included Steve 
Moldovan, Roy Woodhall, hosta gurus Bob Solberg, 

Mark Zillis, Clarence Falstad, Jim Wilkins, and Don 
Rawson among other. So many great memories!!  

We were able to resume our busy schedule following 
the CO�ID shut down of public mee� ngs in 2021, 
with members eager to get back together. We hit the 
ground running, with general membership mee� ngs, 
work days at Toledo Botanical Garden, perennial plant 
sale, either a hosta show or daylily expo open to the 
public, our yearly spring luncheon, the resuming of 
members’ garden tours, the fall wrap-up luncheon, 
and we are s� ll going strong!!  �ew leadership was 
elected this fall, and I feel confi dent the Black Swamp 
Hosta and Daylily Society is in good hands!! Thank you 
for the privilege of working side by side with some 
of the most amazing people that I will be grateful to 
forever!! See you out in the garden this spring!!

If you are in the Toledo area whenever any of our 
events are scheduled, we would love to have you join 
us!!  All of our mee� ngs are held in the Terrace Room 
of the Conference Center at Toledo Botanical Garden 
Metropark unless a diff erent venue is given.

Be sure to �friend� us on Facebook:  h� p:/www. 
facebook.com/blackswamphostaanddaylilysociety/  
Eileen Hoff man does a great job keeping the 
informa� on current on this site for our society.

Membership is $10 per garden per year expiring 
December 31st.  If you have �ues� ons or are interested 
in joining the Black Swamp Hosta and Daylily Society, 
feel free to contact Phil Parsons, Membership, Tele:  
419-256-7246, Email: <mpparsons@centurylink.net> 
or Judy Hersch, President  Tele:  419-367-6080, Email  
<jimandjudy@icloud.com>.

Bus trip to Dow Garden, Midland, Michigan, 2014

Answers to No Tag Needed “quiz”
from page 46
A = ‘Webster’s Pink Wonder’ (Saundra Dunn photo)
B =  ‘Heavenly United We Stand’ (Charlie Harper photo)
C = ‘Breathing in Snowfl akes’ (Leslie Pla�  photo)
D = ‘Condilla’ (Charlie Harper photo)
E = ‘Fried Green Tomatoes’ (Charlie Harper photo)
F = ‘Heavenly �ew Fron� ers’ (Charlie Harper photo)
G = ‘Lavender Blue Baby’ (Charlie Harper photo)
H = ‘Cobraskin �eck� e’ (Charlie Harper photo)

Do you have a daylily in 
your garden that is so eas-
ily recognizeable no tag is 
needed? Like this one: 

Please send a photo for a 
future challenge to 
greatlakesdaylily@gmail.
com.

(‘Skinwalker’)



Metropolitan Columbus Daylily Society
by Laurie Jacques

guests enjoyed a family-style meal of roast beef and 
chicken followed by a choice of freshly baked pies. 

Members approved the offi  cer slate for 2025 by vote: 
Fred Blyth, President; Charles Lucius, Vice President; 
Pa� y Spahr Hi� , Treasurer; and Laurie Jac�ues, Secre-
tary.  We gratefully acknowledge the eff orts of Debby 
Colvin, who has served as secretary for many years. The 
elec� on was followed by a gi�  exchange and a slide pre-
senta� on by Charles Lucius that highlighted the beauty 
of the modern daylily. The slide show featured gorgeous 
blooms by club favorite hybridizers including Judy Davis-
son, Heidi and Charles Douglas, Karol Emmerich, Jamie 
Gossard, Dianna Gossard, Curt Hanson, Tim Herrington, 
Sandy and Mike Holmes, Guy Pierce, Pat Stamile, Steve 
Williams, and others. 

The club’s offi  cers and board have planned a full sched-
ule for 2025. We will host guest speakers at our Feb-
ruary and September mee� ngs. The May and August 
mee� ngs will feature plant auc� ons and guest plant 
distribu� ons. We will return to Der Dutchman for our 
holiday luncheon in November.

Our accredited, judged daylily show is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 28, at the Upper Arlington Public Library. 
This space off ers us plenty of room with great ligh� ng 
from fl oor to ceiling windows and provides the oppor-
tunity to showcase our daylilies to the public. Please see 
page �� of this newsle� er for more about our show’s 
history. 

We also plan to have a public plant sale on Saturday, 
July 26th. We hope our 2025 sale is as successful as our 
202� sale in a� rac� ng poten� al new members to our 
club.  

The Metropolitan Columbus Daylily Club held a work 
session in September to maintain the daylily display 
beds at the Franklin Park Conservatory. Members cut 
back foliage and weeded in prepara� on for mulching 
by conservatory staff . 

We held our last regular mee� ng of the year on Sat-
urday, September 21, at the Franklin Park Conservato-
ry.  The mee� ng featured a slide presenta� on by club 
member and daylily hybridizer Kirsten Ha� ield, whose 
garden is located near Zanesville. Kirsten’s stunning 
doubles were a highlight for our many double daylily 
enthusiasts.

MCDS concluded its 202� ac� vi� es with a holiday lun-
cheon at Der Dutchman restaurant in Plain City on Sat-
urday, November 16. Approximately 50 members and 

Top: Daylily bed a� er September cleanup  
Lower: MCDS Members at September work session at the 

Franklin Park Conservatory Photos by Debby Colvin

Kirsten Ha� ield 202� �ntroduc� ons, L to �:   ‘Hands of the Masters’, ‘One Happy Heifer’, ‘Cheers to Margaritaville’, 
and ‘Who Spiked The Punch’   Photos by �i�sten ��� iel� 



Ohio Daylily Society
by Nancy Secrist

lilies and Karol Emmerich of Springwood Gardens. Our 
year closed out with a great program by Lisa and Jerry 
Marla� , about their family-owned Ogden Sta� on Day-
lilies nursery and hybridizing program. In the founding 
documents of our club, it is stated that our purpose is 
“Promo� ng, encouraging and fostering the development 
and improvement of the Genus Hemerocallis and the 
public interest therein.� All our ac� vi� es have been di-
rected to that purpose admirably!

A large part of the success of our fundraising is based 
on the generosity and support of our members through 
dona� ons from their gardens. Charlie Harper, past pres-
ident of Region 2, off ered to share with us his system 
of using wheelbarrows 
for the purpose of dig-
ging and separa� ng 
clumps. No� ce on the 
photo that the cul� var 
ID marker is promi-
nently moving with the 
clump, providing 
an unbroken chain 
of iden� fi ca� on 
through the pro-
cess. Here is some 
� mely advice be-
fore spring in his 
own words, “How many years can one wait before split-
� ng a large clump�  I found out that I waited too long 
when I went to work on a six year-old clump.  The center 
was so dense that I had no choice but to cut it apart.  
What I found was intertwined roots so dense that they 
made an almost solid mass.  I believe that each fan was 
strangling its neighbor, limi� ng the size of each plant.  
Adding fer� lizer only worsens the problem!  Die out in 
the center of clumps may be caused by fans killing each 
other.  One clump yielded seven splits, each with 6 or 
more fans.  That’s over 40 fans!  Should have been split 
a� er three to four years.� Early spring is a great � me to 
walk the garden looking for those older clumps; you can 
line out extra fans for dona� ons later in the summer.

Next year, we plan to kick off  the fi rst mee� ng on May 
1�th with guest plant distribu� ons from Curt Hanson of 
Crintonic Gardens and Jerry Marla�  of Ogden Sta� on 
Daylilies. Christy Reidel and Sara Mar� n volunteered to 
chair the daylily show on July 13th, 2025.

Looking at 2024 in review, Ohio Daylily Society had a 
banner year! We began our year by gree� ng each oth-
er a� er a long winter. The fi rst guest plant distribu� on 
of the year was fulfi lled generously from Steve Wil-
liams, O’�annon Springs Daylilies. These cul� vars are 
purchased by ODS under the administra� on of Mike 
Anders. Plants are distributed to members in good 
standing at no charge for the purpose of growing them 
for three years and then the increase is returned to be 
auc� oned as a club fundraiser. The member growing 
the cul� var retains a single or double fan. The Region 
2 Summer Mee� ng prepara� ons dominated our � me 
for the fi rst half of 2024 so we did not hold our usual 
July show.  

�or the fi rst � me in 14 
years, ODS prepared to 
host the Summer Meet-
ing and this led into July, 
a whirlwind month fea-
turing fi ve outstanding 
garden visits during the 
July 19-21 event. Thanks 

to all who supported the regional event, ODS is able 
to make dona� ons to na� onal and regional ADS pro�-
ects. ODS needs to update its digital image and create 
a website. We plan to con� nue and expand our par-
� cipa� on in various community outreach pro�ects and 
to donate to our local non-profi t and most generous 
host, Kingwood Gardens. 

The Englerth Seedling Contest bed was created new 
on the grounds of our host site Kingwood Gardens 
for the Summer Mee� ng. �sing the Region 2 grant 
program and with the con� nued support of King-
wood, the bed will con� nue to feature daylilies. We 
will use it to showcase 
the introduc� ons of our 
own members and to 
promote daylilies to the 
visitors of the Kingwood 
Gardens. 

The second distribu� on 
of guest plants was com-
pleted from Kristen Hat-
fi eld of Dorsets n Day- ‘Just Look at Me Now’

�Marla� -J., 2024�



 Southern Michigan Daylily Society
�r� cle �y Marie� a �ra�tree

A� er a summer � lled with beau� ful garden visits and 
a daylily show, the arrival of signals the � me for SMDS 
to resume monthly program mee� ngs.

Sandy Holmes of Riverbend Daylily Garden in Bell-
brook, Ohio, presented her hybridizing program and 
an auc� on for the September mee� ng.  Sandy is the 
recipient of a Stout Silver Medal for her introduc� on 
“I Lava You.”  Her current hybridizing focus is on large 
tetraploid unusual forms with interes� ng eyes and 
edges.  Her largest bloom is 14 inches.  

Her presenta� on in-
cluded a beau� ful, 
very informa� ve Pow-
erPoint which includ-
ed basic informa� on 
about daylily anatomy, 
hybridizing, and grow-
ing daylilies in addi� on 
to presen� ng photos 
of her more current hy-
bridized daylilies.  The 
PowerPoint also showed 
photos of the two par-
ent daylilies used to pro-

duce the resul� ng hybridized daylily. This added a lot 
of interest and discussion to the mee� ng.  

There were a lot of �ues� ons about hybridizing.  
Sandy was very gracious about sharing procedures 
that helped make her hybridizing so successful.  One 
hybridizing � p was to use the pod plant for the basic 
characteris� cs wanted in the plant, such as branch-
ing and height for example, and then use the pollen 
plant for a pre� y face.  Her presenta� on was ex-
tremely helpful for newer SMDS members.

The daylily auc� on was great.  The auc� oned day-
lilies included three or more fans in a clump.  There 
was a big range of daylily varie� es and prices with 
lots of bargains.  There was “something for every-
one” resul� ng in lots of fun, excitement and smiling 
faces.  Sandy was a very gracious and generous auc-
� oneer.  Thank you, Sandy, for a very special meet-
ing.  Visit her website: www.daylily.ws. 

The October mee� ng was a �oom mee� ng hosted by 
SMDS member, Saundra Dunn.  Saundra produced 
a beau� ful, informa� ve PowerPoint program about 
“WOW Daylilies in the Garden”.  These are daylilies 
that standout with beau� ful eye-catching presenta-
� on and bring great comments from your visitors. 
The PowerPoint was produced mostly from daylily 
photos from SMDS members and Saundra’s Along 
the Fence Daylily Garden.  Saundra grows over 2,000 

Marie� a �rabtree 
and Sandy Holmes

Photo by Saundra Dunn

Stout winner ‘I Lava You’ 
(Holmes-S, 2009)

Photo by Claude Carpenter

‘Luke Finley Adams’ (Adams-R,  2013), 
one of many Wow factor daylilies in 

Saundra’s presenta� on



diff erent daylily varie� es.  �ver 25 people joined the 
�oom mee� ng, including some members of other 
�egion 2 daylily socie� es.  Par� cipants described the 
reasons for why they chose their Wow daylily pho-
to.  The Wow daylily photos were arranged into day-
lily categories such as doubles, spiders and unusual 
forms, and eyes and edges for example which added 
a lot of interest.

It was fun to par� cipate and a great way to learn 
about some excep� onal daylilies for the garden…all 
from the comfort of home.  A great big thank you to 
Saundra for the excellent PowerPoint and to every-
one that contributed the photos.  Saundra’s email: 
alongthefencedaylilies@gmail.com.

The �ovember program was �Cra� ing the Perfect 
Cup of Herbal Tea� presented by na� onal herbal 
authority, Bevin Cohen.  Bevin brought herbs and 
equipment for brewing tea. The program included 
the following ac� vi� es which were informa� ve and 
a lot of fun:
*  Sample and enjoy diff erent brewed herbal teas
*  Learn the uses of diff erent herbs for teas such as 
relaxa� on, stress reduc� on and energy
*  Learn how to combine diff erent herbs for diff erent 
purpose teas
* Make a free custom herbal tea package to take 
home and enjoy 

Bevin explained the basic components of an herbal 
tea blend which are: #1 Base Herb, majority of blend 
such as green tea; #2 Benefi cial Partner Herb; #3 
Flavor Enhancement Herb. He also listed benefi cial 
herbs for relaxa� on, upli� ing�energe� c, boost im-

munity and diges� ve health.  For example, upli� ing�
energe� c herbs include peppermint, rosemary, sage, 
and green tea.  I drink a cup of my free packet cus-
tom herbal tea in the evening while reading a daylily 
journal…so enjoyable and relaxing. Visit: www.Bev-
inCohen.com or www.SmallHouseFarm.com.  

A delicious end of year potluck followed the program 
for a fun ending to 2024.  Visit the SMDS website for 
the 2025 SMDS Calendar of Events: www.midaylily-
society.com. Marie� a.crabtree@gmail.com.   

‘Ken Dyker’ (Kulpa, 2017), one of the many photos con-
tributed to the �ctober presenta� on

Above, top to bo� om: Bevin Cohen talking with the 
full-house crowd of 40 SMDS members and guests. 
The 20 herb op� ons for making the take-home tea 
package. Marie� a’s personal blend tea and a good 

newsle� er. 



Grand Valley Daylily Society
ar� cle �y �laire S�eridan �it� ��oto� �y �e��y �i�e

The Grand Valley Daylily Society has had an interes� ng 
and busy calendar these past few months.  In July we 
visited the garden of Maryann Inman.  We toured her 
beau� ful plan� ngs of hostas and daylilies, and then en-
joyed delicious treats with our mee� ng.  

Also in July, the club held a daylily show at the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens.  Over 500 people toured the exhibits 
and voted for their favorites. The fi rst place winner for 
on-scape daylilies was ‘Larry’s Twilight Bite’ by Gossard. 
The fi rst place winner for off -scape daylilies was ‘Speed 
Bump’ by Ginny Pearce.  Ginny also won the Englerth 
Award for Hybridizing Excellent his year.  Ginger Smith 
won Best of Show in the Design Division.

In August, Steve Reiger graciously invited us to his gar-
den for our annual club picnic.  Steve has been hybrid-
izing for a number of years and it was a delight for the 

Scenes from the Daylily 
Exhibit at Meijer Gar-
dens, including the over-
all layout, Ginger Smith’s 
winning design, exam-

club to see his plan� ngs.  He and Jerri Schultz treated 
the club to a delicious lunch.  

The fall auc� on in September, featuring primarily 
member-donated plants and garden items, was fun 
and successful.

In October, the club reviewed the policies and proce-
dures for purchasing and growing club plants, which 
are grown for two years by members and returned 
for auc� on.  It was a frui� ul discussion with members 
eventually deciding to increase the amount allowed 
for spending on club plants and upda� ng some of the 
procedures.  

The annual holiday get-together was held in Novem-
ber.  A delicious potluck was provided by members 
and the club.  A� endees enjoyed the company of day-
lily friends.  

Le�  to right: Steve Reiger intro ‘El Patrone’ ��0��� 
and one of his seedlings. 

Clockwise: A swallowtail 
bu� er� y �just because��, 

GVDS members at a 
summer social, and 

GVDS members at the 
holiday party

ples of educa� onal signage throughout, and Rich Sur-
mont’s daylily and dri� wood display.  



Wisconsin Daylily Society
a�� cle �y Ste�en �in� �it� ��otos �y �enni �lec�ne�

A� er Bobby’s presenta� on, we had a 50�50 auc� on of 
Sco�  plants, commandeered by our long� me auc� on-
eer, Conrad Wrzesinski. People came away with some 
pre� y good buys. This was followed by an auc� on of 
Sharon Lonergan’s 15 table centerpieces, with Bobby 
as our auc� oneer. Sharon is one of so many people 
who are such valuable assets to our club. Sharon is 
very ar� s� c and crea� ve. She made all of the beau� -
ful table centerpieces. In addi� on, she procures door 

A Happy and Healthy 2025 to you ALL from The Wis-
consin Daylily Society (WDS).   

We are very thankful to have e�perienced a boun� ful 
2024, which culminated with the largest daylily sale in 
the con� guous �nited States. The sale is always held 
the third weekend in August and this year we off ered 
over  �00 diff erent cul� vars. �nfortunately, we did 
have a few hundred unsold daylily divisions this year, 
so we partnered with the Chicagoland Daylily Society 
to sell at their sale the following weekend, which was 
a win-win for both clubs. A� er our sale each year, our 
club is dormant for a couple of months un� l our Annu-
al Mee� ng.

This year’s WDS Annual Mee� ng was held at Re�’s Inn-
keeper in Waunakee, Wisconsin, on November 2, 2024. 
The event was well a� ended. We shared great food, 
club camaraderie, and life stories with one another. 
A� er our lunch, there was a short business mee� ng 
followed by a presenta� on with our featured speaker, 
Bobby Sco� . Bobby and his wife Sharon are genuine, 
good, fair and fun-loving people. It was a pleasure to 
hear Bobby speak about his current program and his 
future plans. We look forward to hearing him speak 
again at the Region 2 Midwinter Symposium, February 
21-22, 2025, in Lafaye� e, Indiana.

Le�  to right� Bobby Sco�  Intros ‘Swirl City �anine From 
Kansas’ (2024) and ‘Swirl City Kirsten’s Blessing’ (2024)

Le�  to right� Sharon and Bobby Sco� . Sharon Lonergan.

Clockwise� A few scenes from our WDS Annual Mee� ng. 
One of Sharon’s lovely centerpieces. Monique Warnke and 
Bobby Sco� . �udy Ravet, Lloyd Ravet, and Ritchie Rheaume. 

A sample of door prizes given at mee� ngs.

prizes throughout the year that our members enjoy 
receiving at every mee� ng. She is also instrumental 
with many aspects of our annual sale. Special thanks 
to the WDS Board and membership for assis� ng when 
and where necessary and making it an enjoyable and 
memorable day.  

We look forward to a great 2025.  We have an awe-
some speaker lineup that consists of presenta� ons by 
Kirsten Ha� ield, David �ewell, Michelle Rogers, and 
Tim Hobbs. 



Central Michigan Daylily Society:
The Year In Review

�r� cle an� �hoto� �y Tere�a Dillon

Our club members visited the 2024 Midland Dow 
Gardens Bu� er� y �xhibi� on in March of this year. This 
interac� ve exhibit features thousands of brilliantly 
colored bu� er� ies from around the world, living within 
the tropical environment of The Dow Gardens Bu� er� y 
Conservatory. The warmth inside the conservatory is a 
huge contrast to the cold Michigan weather during the 
month of March.

In May we had our fi rst garden tour, summer social, 
and a plant exchange. Phil and Ginger Lisik were our 
hosts in their beau� ful gardens located in Hemlock, 
Michigan. We were fortunate to have a gorgeous, 
warm spring day for our kick-off  to summer.

Daylily hybridizer John Kulpa made a special 
presenta� on to CMDS treasurer Linda Guiliani. He 
named a daylily in honor of Linda and her husband 
Bob Guiliani. Bob is our recently deceased CMDS vice-
president. John gi� ed the en� re clump of the daylily 
to Linda. What a happy surprise! Bob is greatly missed. 
He was a huge part of our club and a friend to many. 
He kept us laughing.

In July CMDS joined Southern Michigan Daylily Society 
for a tour of Nancy Cooper’s Garden, in Gregory, 
Michigan. What a wonderful garden and beau� ful 
se�  ng on Joslin Lake. Daylilies grow like weeds with 
such perfect soil and moisture.

Then we went onto Saundra Dunn’s garden, Along the 
Fence Daylilies in Dansville, to view the thousands of 
daylilies in bloom there. Many of us were mel� ng 
in the hot July sun but the daylilies were loving the 
day. Saundra and her young work crew are always so 
welcoming and fun to visit. 

In August we met at Nash Nursery. We had plans for 
a picnic beside the pond, but Mother Nature made 
changes for us with heavy rainfall. An alterna� ve plan 
was a delicious lunch inside a beau� ful old barn that 
had been converted to a classroom and sales area. We 
learned about products grown and produced there at 
the nursery. Nash is a huge supplier of papaws and 
chestnuts.

Above: The view from Nancy Cooper’s back deck.  
Below: The sales fi eld at Along The Fence Daylilies.

Le� : �Bob and Linda Guiliani’ �Kulpa, 2024�.
�ight: John Kulpa presen� ng the plant to Linda. 



Exterior and interior views of the barn at Nash Nursery.

We had an educa� onal mee� ng for members in 
the month of September. Judy Barton and Sco�  
MacGuidwin are CMDS members who are a� orneys 
and notaries and specialize in elder law. Michigan 
made some changes this year in laws pertaining to  
seniors. Sco�  and Judy explained the laws and a wide 
range of issues now a� ec� ng seniors.

Glen Pace, owner of Pace Gardens in Clio, Michigan, was 
our October speaker. Glen grows thousands of plants 
on a small lot in a subdivision. Many are imported from 
Japan and China and said to not be hardy in Michigan, 
but he grows them well. His topic was Cypripediums 
(hardy orchids) and their companion plants. Glen gave 

a very colorful PowerPoint presenta� on and provided 
handouts to a� endees with a list of all the plants he 
showed us. Glen also provided a list of suppliers of 
Cypripediums and brought plants to sell.

Bill Nash of Nash Nursery in Owosso, Michigan was our 
November speaker. Mr. Nash had recently a� ended 
the  �th �nterna� onal Chestnut Growers Conven� on, 
which was held in Lugo, Spain, and he shared a 
fantas� c presenta� on of what he experienced there. 
Chestnuts are a na� ve tree in Europe and a huge 
industry for that country. Chestnuts are used in the 
making of many products such as fl our, beer, creams, 
and marmalades. They are roasted and sold as street 
food. The wood of the tree is o� en used in the place 
of oak.

We had our annual Christmas Party in December 
(photo below) and look forward to a new year and 
more daylilies. 

Two Michigan-hardy orchids shared by Glen Pace. The 
pink is a Frosch hybrid named ‘Maria.’ The yellow is  

Michigan na� ve parvifl orum var. pubescens, commonly 
known as yellow lady’s slipper.



Hoosier Daylily Society
by Nancy Watson

Bobby Sco�  of Young Guns Day-
lilies.  We look forward to see-
ing Bobby’s doubles.

Our April mee� ng will feature a 
talk by David Winter of An Ol-
msted Daylily Garden. David fo-
cuses on diploid daylilies.

Our May mee� ng will be on the 
grounds of the Carmel City Hall. 
We will be distribu� ng our club 
plants and auc� on plants at 
that � me.

Our summer picnic loca� on 
and date will be announced at 
a later � me. 

Hoosier Daylily Society 
kicked off  its ’24-’25 
season with a carry-in 
dinner at Woodland 
Springs Clubhouse. 
Nikki Schmith (right), 
our guest speaker from 
A Girl and Her Garden, 
presented a slideshow 
featuring some of her 
favorite small-fl ow-
ered and miniature 
daylilies. Some of her 
favorites are ‘You Are 
My Sunshine’ by Don 
Herr, ‘Ever So Tweet’ by Dale Hensley, ‘Coff ee to Go’ by 
Hilton Anderson, and ‘Halloween Green’ by Tim Her-
rington. She also shared a list of prominent hybridizers 
of small-fl owered and miniature daylilies for those of 
us interested in increasing our collec� ons. At the con-
clusion of the mee� ng, some of Nikki’s favorite daylil-
ies were auc� oned. 

Curt Hanson (le� ) of 
Crintonic Gardens was 
our speaker for our 
November mee� ng. 
A surprisingly large 
group assembled at 
our new mee� ng place, 
the Hussey-Mayfi eld 
Memorial Public Li-
brary in Whitestown, 
Indiana, on a snowy, 
cold, windy night. 
Curt’s slideshow was 
a celebra� on of color 
from nature found in 

his travels and from his daylilies. An array of beau� -
ful daylilies was shown which included ‘’Crintonic Jazz 
Hands’, ‘ Comodoro Rivadavia’, and ‘Existen� al Avatar’. 
An online auc� on of some of Curt’s plants was held 
a� er the mee� ng.

A� er a holiday break, mee� ngs will begin again on 
March at our new loca� on. Our guest speaker will be 

Curt’s Plants, clockwise� ‘Existen� al Avatar’ (201�), 
‘Crintonic Jazz Hands’ (2021), ‘Comodoro Rivadavia’ (2021), 

and an exclusive image of the soon-to-be-released 
‘John Rice’ (2025)  (Photos by Curt Hanson)

 ‘Swirl City 
Prime� me Predator’ 

(Sco� -R.H., 2024) 
 Photo by �. ��o� 

 ‘Eileen and Bob’ 
(Winter, 2021) 

 Photo by D. Winter



AHS Region 2 Local Organizations in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin 

D

2025 ADS NATIONAL CONVENTION
Where: �ea� le, Washington

When: July 9 - 12, 2025
h� �s:��a�s2025na� onal.org

2025 REGION 2 SUMMER MEETING

2025 REGION 2 WINTER MEETING
Where: �a�aye� e, �n�iana

When: February 21 -22, 2025
�ee �ages 1� o� this ne�sle� er 

or the Region 2 Website �or more in�orma� on.

Where: �a�aye� e, �n�iana
When: July 18 - 20, 2025

�ee �ages 29 o� this ne�sle� er 
���i� onal in�orma� on �ill be a��e� to 

Region 2 Website as it becomes available.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Lori Doolin, President
Winchester, IL
Imdoolin90@gmail.com

CHICAGOLAND DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Gene Sladek, Co-President
630-910-7553
czechbeer@comcast.net
June Vandervest, Co-President
630-852-2940
junevandervest@comcast.net
Amanda Christensen, Contact
spychrist@frontier.com
www.chicagolanddaylilysociety.
org

DAYLILY SOCIAL CLUB
Nikki Schmith
Worden IL  
248-739-9006
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/daylilysocial/

HEART OF ILLINOIS DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Jacob Braun, President
Peoria IL 
309-863-5534
br4un3r@gmail.com
www.hoids.org

NORTH SHORE IRIS & DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Priscilla Segel, President
Mt Prospect IL
segel1825@comcast.net

SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS 
HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
John Seely, Vice-President 
swihspresident@gmail.com
www.swildaylily.org

CENTRAL MICHIGAN DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Jerry Brown, Co-President
South Lyon, MI 
brown_841@hotmail.com
Teresa Dillon, Contact
dillon1t@lentel.com
www.daylilies.me

GRAND VALLEY DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Peggy Pike, President
Grand Rapids MI 
616-318-7603
peggylpike@yahoo.com
www.grandvalleydaylily.org

KALAMAZOO AREA DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Robin Hamilton, President
Nashville MI
spedk123@yahoo.com
www.kalamazoodaylilies.com

MICHIANA AREA DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Audra Burns, President
Dowagiac MI 
269-782-0188
whitetailcreek@gmail.com
 
SOUTHERN MICHIGAN DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Ken Polzin, President
polzin788@aol.com
Marietta Crabtree, Contact
marietta.crabtree@gmail.com
www.midaylilysociety.com

BLACK SWAMP HOSTA & 
DAYLILY SOCIETY
Judy Hersch, President
Toledo,  OH 
419-367-6080
jimandjudy@icloud.com
Lisa Marlatt, contact
517-443-5530
lisamarlatt@yahoo.com

GREATER CINCINNATI DAYLILY 
& HOSTA SOCIETY 
Gail Braunstein, President
Morrow, OH  
513-899-2497
gailbraunstein@hotmail.com
www.gcdhs.org

METROPOLITAN COLUMBUS 
DAYLILY SOCIETY
Charles Lucius, Vice-President
Plain City, OH 
ceandcflucius@sbcglobal.net
Laurie Jacques, Secretary
ljacques121@gmail.com.
columbusdaylilies.org

NORTHEAST OHIO DAYLILY 
SOCIETY
Jan Teague, Co-President
Barb Huntoon, Co-President
Julie Gridley, Contact
Middlefield OH
440-332-7017
jgridley@windstream.net

OHIO DAYLILY SOCIETY
Robert Buxton, President
Warsaw OH 
740-202-0888
gobux48@gmail.com

BAY AREA DAYLILY BUDS
Terry Vertz, President
DePere WI  
920-336-7678
Jill Reuss, Contact
concordia675@gmail.com
www.badbuds.org

DAYLILY SOCIETY OF SOUTHEAST 
WISCONSIN
Mark Pawlak, President
Oak Creek WI 
414-764-4651
m-pawlak@sbcglobal.net
Pat Adrian, Contact
patadrian@sbcglobal.net
www.dssew.org

THE WISCONSIN DAYLILY SOCIETY
Steven King, President
Madison, WI  
Ph/text: 608-277-9789
acupleasur@aol.com
www.wisdaylilysoc.org

WAYNE DAYLILY SOCIETY
Lana Wolfe, President
lanaopal@aol.com

HOOSIER DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Chris Wilhoite, President
Indianapolis IN 
chriswil@sbcglobal.net
Nancy Watson, Contact
maenwes@aol.com

INDIANA DAYLILY-IRIS SOCIETY
Rod Maust, President
Indianapolis IN 
yodermaust@sbcglobal.net
Greg Beavers, Contact
bluebirdbox@gmail.com
www.indianadaylilyirissociety.org

LIMESTONE DAYLILY AND 
HOSTA SOCIETY
Roger McCay, President
Bloomington IN 
812-322-4554
rmccay@aol.com

SOUTHERN INDIANA DAYLILY, 
HOSTA, DAFFODIL & IRIS 
SOCIETY
Cheryl Lamm, President
lueyedoc1991@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/groups/
SIDHDIS
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Mike Holmes variegated seedling
Mi�e is one o� seven ama�ing spea�ers at our Region 2 �inter Mee� ng �see page 15�.

 Photo by Mike Holmes


